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T 0 
His Wy Friend and Brother, 


Mr. Joſbu2 Ol 


SIR, * 

HE Honour which 'it pleaſed 
God to beſtow on Your De- 
cealed Brother, to be ſo 


* much a Bleſſing, and Beloved, while 


eo) 


Living, ought to qualifie your $ orrow 4 


for bis Death ; ; and make you the 
more” ſoftly to lament your Loſs there® 3 
in. Tf the reading of this Sermons; 2 
do any way renew your Grief, you . | 


muſt thank- your ſelf, and thoſe who. 


join'd with you, in deſiring to haveit A 
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TW his Serious Godlinekz, 
that made him ſo valuable, and' in | 
fome reſpecks, You and I are more | 
| obliged than others, to Follow his | 
« Faith, or Chriſtian Pity; ; (imn*that | 

ſenſe you know the word # ſometimes * | * 
uſed.) The Integrity of his Heart 
| towards God, joyn'd with a true Zeal 
+ forbs Glory, af him "” great 
S ervice as a Mnmiſter. . 


WILL you ſuffer me to mind ray 
Self and You, ( who Iam perſwaded, 
need i leſs than I do) that it was his ſoli- 
eitous Care and Concern about the Sal- 
/ Vation of his own Soul, that made 
* Sun ſo Diligent and $ ucceſs full for 
the Souls of others. He had very 
mnuch Help beren, by the frequent 
and Attentive Peruſal of the Cle © 3 
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Warn, 9s and Direftions "often. FO | 
fters'2in * The Reformed Paſtor, © 


| & To take heed, leſt we be Preachers 
| and no Chriſtians, * dedicated to the - 
&« Altar as God's Prieſts, and not fan 
| _ « Hified by dedication to Chriſt as his 
| &« Diſciples, and ſo Worſhip an wn- 
" © known God, and preach an. unknown 
& Saviour, an unknown Spirit, as + 
& unknown ſtate of Holineſs, and * 
&« Communion with God, and a Glory 
þ that is unknown, and like to be un- 
& known for ever. —— If we ſoundly 
_ Ehelieve, and are affected with the 
* Truth we ſtudy and preach, we ſhalt 
(' preach it more heartily. Experiente 
' + will dire&+ us to the fitteſt Subjetts, 
fe Wand furniſh us with Matter, and 
@ quicken us to ” it home, Whereas 
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& Preacher, who is a Stranger to that 


&« Chriſt and Grace, he preacheth of 


* to' others. And. fo if be do not firſt 


© preach to himſelf, what he teacheth 


oh * them; : for if our own Hearts be cold, 


© our Preaching will be ſo : And if 


K© we have but an affefted Fervency, 
Ewe cant expect 4 Bleſſmg ſpud”. 
* attend it. 


THERE are many Paſſa iges mn that _ 


Book of the like Tendency, which we 
tan hardly read without Fear and 
Trembling ; ſome of em, as I remember, 


be own'd lid moſt deepl affeft bs 


Soul, and T have ſometimes thought, 


they bad ſome 900d (impreſſion on mine. 
i deſire to be more under the Awe 
and Influence of ſuch C onſt iderations. 


It may be the _ of a _- more 


of 


he. Att 
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i "of? em, may be of uſe to o- ſont of "th" 3 
Younger Mmiſters ; . tho' I know your ©"M 
Charafter ſo well, that 1 do not add " 
them. for yotr ſake, but my own, and 
others. As Face —_— to Face in 
a Glaſs, ſo doth the Heart of Mgn 
"one. to another ; What was. , uſe 0 

| him and me, may reach more, 


| 


« FIOW ma any have _ d Chriſt; 

« and periſht for want of a ſaving In- 

# © rereſt in bim* Many may be now in 
__ © Hell, who have told their Hdearefs - 
/ © of the Torments of Hell, and warn'd 

« them to avoid it, Who have preach 
| of the Wrath of God agaMft ſinners, 
© and are now feeling of it. - O what - 

&« {adder Caſe can there be in the World, 

<« than for a Man whoſe Buſineſs and 

 ECalling it was to proclaim Salvati- 
* ON, and help others to Obtain Ee 
A 4 Jet 
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: fic al, Himſelf to be hu we? 
6c "That we ſhould have ſo many. Books 


—S 


3m aur Libraries, that tell us the way 
Fto Heaven, that * we ſhould ſpend 


F* ſo much time in readmg thoſe Books, 
& and ſtudying the DoFtrme of Eternal 
i Life, and after all to miſs of ut ! 
& That we ſhould preach ſo many Sers 
& mons of Eternal Salvation, and yet fatl 
& hart of it : And this becauſe we 


 ® preached of Chriſt, but neglefted him ; 
Ff of the Spirit, but reſiſted bim ; of 


£ Faith, but did_not heartily believe ; 
i of Repentance and Canverſton,but 
bf continued in a ſtate of Sin ; of an 
« Heavely Heart and Life, but re- 
& mained Carnal and Earthly our ſelves. 
ff Do we not know, that God is no 
fReſpecter of Perſons, and that - 
© an Holy Callmg will never ſave an 


6 Unbaly Man ? Tha the Preachers 
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 Cof the Gof b muſt be Galeed by -: 
| «Goſpel ; Rand at the fu, wy wk 
| 7 ſentenc d onthe ſame Terms, an. 
| © dealt with as ſeverely as other Men'® * 
K_zEſtiwa fearful thing to be an 
« unſanttified Profeſſor, but much _ 
* more ſo to bean Unholy Preacher. 
« I}/hen We open our Bibles, ſhould we 
« not tremble, leſt we Wes our. own 
fc Condemnation 3 * When we pen our 
« Sermons, little do we "think we are 
cc drawing up Indifiments againſt our 
6 own Souls : When 've are arguing a= | 
* gamſt ſin, that we are but aggrava- |} 
« ting our own : When we magnifie the © 
« Riches of (rift, and his Grace, and 
& declare-it to others, we publiſh our own 
, © Iniquity tn rejecting him, and or. _ 
* own Miſery in _ bes Strangers t0--.) 
 *þim, O Miſerable Life! that & | 
a 5 m8 ſnould fub,. and preach from 
cc year 
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gear to Jear againſt himſelf , 
&« his dayes in a Courſe of Self-condemns- 
King. — What aggravated M;ſery 


« will it be, to periſh m the midſt of 
« Plenty, to famiſh with the Bread of 
© Life in our Hands, while we offer 
Et toothers, and urge them to receive 


«;t, but we our ſelves will not : 


NEXT to His Picty, or as a 
part of it, his Peaceableneſs and 
Charity, in. oppoſition to Bitterneſs, 


and Divide - Zeal, and a Narrow 
Opirit, was very Commendable and 


Exemplary. He could unite with- all 
Chriſtians in Things Neceſſary, and 


- was not for making more Fundamens 


and ſpend |' 


tals and Neceſſaries than Chriſt hath I 


made ; or for other Terms of Church» 


Communion, than the Terms of our. 


' Common Chri/? ignity'; 4nd therefore 


Was 
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' was nr to receive a, 
. & believd Christ would. receive. 
| | was of one Church with All thoſe, 
" | whom he hopd to meet in Heaven. 
" | Endeavouring to bold the Unity of the 
- | Spirit in the Bond of Peace, becauſe 
* | be acknowledged that there is but One 
| Body, one Spirit, one Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, one Hope, one Faith, one 


| | Holy Table,) one God and Father 
1 of all, from whom, and by whom, 
| and for whom are ail Thmegs. 


'TIS from this Principle, as eſteem: 
ing the Piety, Learning, and Uſefuls' 
| neſs of Men of all Perſwaſions, that 
\ | t cannot be unaffefted at the. Death 
| of the Reverend Dr. Horneck, of the- 
| Savoy, this Week : His Devotion, Zeal: 
| and Diligence in Preaching, Wridng, * 

= and. 
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| - oflerways ah ef to do 200d 
' to the Souls of Men, makes bim to be © 
deſervedly and generally lamented ; 
tho' I bad no particular” Acquaintance 
with bim, I reckon my ſelf bound to 
value and love every Man, who en« 
deavonrs to promote Reformation, and © 
Prattical Religion, and . ſpends ' his 
Teme, as be did, to help to meke 
the World better. I Rejoice mm the 
Gifts, and Graces, and Succels of 
All the Servants of ( briſt, of what- . 
ever Name or Denomination. lea, 
T will Efteem and Love Them, whes 
ther they will Own and Love -me or 
r0, fs 


THIS Charitable Spirit, ( let who 
will call ſuch Moderation L)kewarme 
w/s,) with ſerious Diligence to pleaſe 


God, and dy what Sever we can in. 
0ur 
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bur Several Pla ces, will be obpd +- 
. with God, and yield us (omfort, live 
ing and dying. Ang will, I doubt not, 
be better thought 0 hereafter, when 
the little Names -of Diſtinftion and * 
Matters of Diſpute, that now divide 
Chriſtians and Proteſtants, ſhall be 
forgotten, As to all the Opinions and 
Cenſures of Men, while we endeavonr 
to do our Duty, we ought to be firmly 
perſwaded, that every Man's Reputa- 
tion and Credit, is as much at the 
Diſpoſal: of God, "ol under the (on 
duft ; his Providence, as his Eſtate 
or Health, or Life ; and accordingly 
we ought to truſt him. 


SIR, By what 1 already knw + 
| of you, I do not queſtion your Agrees | : 
| - ment. with me in theſe things. T hope 


Tt fhall know you —_ by a nearer 
and 


[oe 
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_ oo ore intimate he F it 

ſhall pleaſe God to Direft- and Guide 
you, to comply with the Invitation you 
have ( by a uftanimous and ſpeedy 

Þ. Choice ) to ſucceeed your . Brother, 
However that may be, T beg of God 
0 fan&iifie this Providence tO you, 
to the Congregation, and to all bis 
ſurviving Friends and Acquaint ance : 
May I have Wiſdom, duely to improve 
t! I] am 


\ 


. 


SIR, 


_ London, 
Tour Aﬀettionate 


Brother and Servant, 


Joſta Shower: 


Advertiſement. 


Here will be ſpeedily Publiſh's 

* a Funeral Sermon, on the Death 
ot Mr. T.. Heaſy, an Hopeful Student, | 
Aged 19. With Serious Counſel to - 
Young Students, and Candidates for 
the Miniſtry,” &c. And fome Medi-. 
tations on Several Subjedts,. Calleed 
'out of-the Papers he lefr. | 


ww W_r. 


\ By J. & 


- BOOKS Written by the fame 
Author, and Sold by ' Jobn 
Lawrence, at the ge in the 
Poultrey: 


Inter Meditations : Or 4 Ser- 
mon conrerning Froſt, and Szow, 
and Winds, &C. and me Wonders of God © 
therein. 4. | 


A Thank{eiving Sermon. April the 
16th. 1696. 4. 


An Account of the Life 5 Me. Hen-, 
- ry Gearing; 129. 


A Diſcourſe of Tempeing C briſe. 
129, 


A Dilineſs of Family Religin, i 
three Letters. - 12% Þ 


Funeral Sermon. 


Hes. 13% Fo: 
Remember them Who have the Rule 
over you, who have ſpoken unto you 
the Word of God ; Whoſe Faith fols 
low,” conſt tdermg the End Ls their & 


 Converſ J ation, 


HE Suitableneſs of - this Pal- 
ſage to the preſent Solem- 
nity, and to' the Mournful 
Occaſion of it, is ſufficiently 
apparent, The Dire&tion here given, 
concerning the Peoples -Duty, with 
- to their Miniſters, is entire, and 

m . may 
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"may be underſtood without exami- Þ 
niog the Context. One would think 
it very cafie to determine, of what 
Miniſters the- Apoſtle ſpeaks, whether 
ſuch as were yet a/zve, or ſuch as 
were dead; did not our Traaſ\lation 
favour ' their Opinion, who would 
make the Original Word a Participle, 
rather than a Subſtantive, (19, jywuror ;) 
contrary to the more general Senſe 
of moſt Learned Interpreters and Cri- 
ticks, who read the Words thus, Be 
mindful of your Gnides, or Rulers, ani 
' remember them who Yave Had the 
Rale over you; 4. e. who have been, 
and were your Splritual Guides. 
Thar *tis of theſe he ſpeaks, is ma- 
Nifeft by what follows; Mho have 
fpoken to you the Word of God, or have 
been your Inſtructors in the Faith ; 
and who have kept the Faith, and 
finiſhed their Courſe : For he advi- 
tes them fo follow their Faith, and to 
conſider the happy Eza and Exit of 
their Converſation. 

AS to the Duties unto Deceaſed 
Miniſters here mention'd, it c_—_ 
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part to. other Good Men, departed 


this Life : For when private Chri- - 


ſtians dye in the Lordj5 we are not 


to forget them, and are obliged to 


imitate their Faith and Patience ;. and 
ro that end, to conſider their Convers 
ſation in zh; World, and how they 
got ſafe into another. But the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks here of their Paſtors and Teach- 
ers, the Miniflers of the Goſpel, and 


| - ſuch of their Spiritual Guides as were 
departed this Life. With reſpettto 


theſe, we have two things to Con< 


| ſider. Firſt, The Account that he 
gives of them, as to their Per/ops. 
Secondly, The Duty of ſurviving Chri-, 


ſtians towards them,-' after their 


Death. _*5f-. + _ 
1. FIRST, Asto their Perſons, the, 


' Apoſtle gives us an account of them, bf 
in four Things. 1. As to their 
Name, They are Guides and Rulers, 


iyiuwer 2. They have ſpoken to you 


' the Word of God, have been Preachers 
of the Everlaſting Goſpel.” 3. He tes 
n {itifhes therr Exemplary Faith, .-propo= 


B 2 ſing 
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+. A Frineral Sermon. 
ſing them as Patterns. 4. Their Cox- 
fancy and Perſeverance 1n Faith and 
—— tothe laſt ; Conſidering the Ea 
their [wer ſariow. 

2. HAVING thous deſcribed their 
Perſons, he mentions three Dutits to- 
wards them. 1. To Remember then. 
2. To Follow their Faith, 2. As a 

* Motive and a Means thereto, to Cor- 
" ſider their Converſation, and the happy 
fnd of it ; Remember them who have 
had, &c. I ſhall firſt explain- theſe 
ſeveral Particulars in the Text, 1n the 
order mentioned ; and then Apply my 
Diſcourſe to the Sotema Occaſion of 
this Aſſembly, viz. the Breach which 
God hath made amonglt you, by the 
Death of wy Reverend and worthy Bro- 
ther. 

1. FIRST, As to the Perſons here 
deſcribed : They arecalled Rulers and 
-* Guides, torſo the Original Word im- 
ports ;' ſuch as have the Guidance 
and Inſtruction of others, by Autho- 
rity or Office. It is fometimes uſed 
for Civil Rulers, ſometimes for Ecclelſi- 
aſtical; and for the General of an Ar- 


my, 


A 4 nera [=- Than. TOTOY 
| my, for the Captain ofa a Regimear? 
for the Governour ofa Town,and ſom&-. 


times for a Principal Perſon amongſt 


| "thers, Als 15. 22. 

\' THE Sacred Writers make uſe of 
this Word, for ſuch as were eſtabliſh- 
ed to feed the Flock of Chriſt, and 
had the Over-ſight of Particular 


Churches, ſo Ver. 17. Obey' them that . 


have the Rule over Jeu, and ſubmit your 
ſelves ;. for they watch for your Souls, as 
they that muſt pive an account ;, the like 


24. ver. Salute all them that have the © 


Rute over you, and all the Saints ; "Uls 
doubted, whether St. James, who was 
' Biſhop of Jeruſalem, was then alive 
and more, whether the Apoſtle di- 
reQts this Epiſtle to all the Churches 
in Jaaca, or only to the Converted 

ews 1n Jeruſalem. I {hall not go abour 
Todecide it. 'Tis plain, that theſe Ru- 
lers, theſe Warchmen are the ſame, 


who in the Text had ſpoken the 
Word of God, or preach'd\ the Goſpel.” 
TO this purpoſe we find that Ch- 


M 


mens Rommnns, who is the moſt An- - 


flent Writer of the Chriſtian Church, 
bi B 3 REKT 
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next the Apo 
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who is mentioned by the Apoſtle him- 
ſelf, Phil. 4. 3.) in his.-Epiftle to 
the Corinthians, uſetn this very word 
very frequamly fo 


of God, and were over %*em in the 
Lord, and ſeveral of them in one 
Church, making uſe ſometimes of the 
one Name, ſometimes of the other, 


OUR Bleſſed Saviour is called the. 


Head, the Husband, the Shepherd, the 
Lord of his Church, which imports Au- 
thority ; and the Church 1s his Body, 


Houſhold ; and kis Miniſters are 
led Rulers of his Houſhold, Mat. £ 


His Spouſe, his Flock. his Family bi 
$ 
4 


2» 45. Vi hen be was about to leave the 
"World he deciared that all Power in 


Heaﬀen and Earth was committed to 
him3-and commiſſianed his Apeltles to 


make Diſciples by baprizing and teach - 
1fig, promiſing his prefence with them 


 there- 
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St. Clemens Rem. Epilt. 1, ad Corimb. 4to, Edit. 
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ſtles,. ( the ſame Clemens 
1 


or * Goſpel Miniſters, 
Biſhops, ſuch as preacl'd the Word 
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when he aſcended up on high, ke. 
gave Gifts to Men, as part of. his 
Dowry, not only Prophets, and Apo» 
ſtles, and er who were eit- 
powered by Miracles as a Divine At- 
teſtation, to prove their Authority to 
reveal and publiſh the Rule of Faith 
and Life, but Paſtors and Teachers, to 
open and  pply the Rule they ſealed 
- and delivyed. = 

HE hath determined iq his Word, 
that every Charch ſhould have a Pa- 
ſtor, one or more ; he hath ſtated. 
the Nature of the Miniſterial Office 
and Power, to proclaim Repentance 
and Remiſſion of Sins, to turn Men 
from thc | power of Satan to God, ta 
edifie the. gody of Chriſt, and to ga+ 
ther, feed nd govern the Churches 
of Chriſt, to rule as well as reach 
the Flock, to judge who ſhould be <2 
publickly taken into the Church by 4 
Baptiſm, or 7aſt out ; to rebuke thofe - 5 
that are dil: rder] y, and ſee that all 
things be dgne to the Edification of 
the ChurchFto: bind over the impe- 
B 4, . nitent 
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Bar of Chriſt, and reje& *em from the 
Communion of the Church, and to 


abſolve the penitent, and comfort 'em, 
and by themſelves, or others, to look 
after the Poor, and viſit the Sick, cc. 
He hath deſcribed the Perſons that 
he would have to be. ſuch Officers, 
by their requiſite Qualifications ; he 
did not appoint a neceſſary. Work to 


' be done, and leave it to the wide 


World who ſhould. do it: And that 
will help to determine, who are the 1n- 
dividual Perſons, that are fitteſt accord- 
ing to Chriſt's Deſcription. 

I DISPUTE not, whether there 
hath nor been, and ought not to be, 
a diſtinction of Powers and Perſons in 
Eccleiiaſtical Government, or whether 
an abſolute Equality muſt not neceſ- 
farily be attended with very ill con- 
lequences ; 'or whether Miniſters do 
not need Order, and Rule, and Go- 
vernment among themſelves, as well as 
every other Company and Society of 
Men in the World. But that which I ar- 
gue from this Text, is this, That they 
4 who 
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cording to the Holy Scripture. 


in his Work, and your Servants for 
Teſts ſake. They pretend not to Do- 
minion over your Faith, or to be 
Lords or Owners of the Flock, but to 
be Helpers of your Joy ; by their care 
the Sheep are to be {ed, guided, pre- 


They are Rulers over Chriſt's Houl- 
hold, but not by 'fecular Force and 


# Faith and Obedience 'o. the Goſpel, 
otherwiſe than by Truth .and Love, 
by Inſtruction and Perſwaſion, and 


ſters as Civil Magiſtfates, that. rule by 
the Sword, but thankfully receive the 
Truths they teach, and the Mercies 
they offer. Our. Weapons in the 
Chriftian Warfare are not Carzal, but 
Spiritual, toEdification, not deſtruQi- 
on, not coercive, but miniſterial : We 
are tO initruQt and warn, to reprove 

<8 and 


who preach the Goſpel, are tO ) Guide, "OR 
Overſee and Rule their own Flock, ac- | 


THEY are the Servants of Chriſt - 


ſerved, healed. and brought home. 


Rigour, not to compel. Men to the. 


declaring the Mind of Chriſt in his 
Word. You are not to obey Maini- « 


tha 
+ 
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. "and *exhort with Faithfulneſs 
riouſneſs, in the Name of Chriſt, and 


. 


with his Authority, which as it is ano- 


ther thing from the Power of a * Ma- 
giltrate, ſo by vertue of the Order 
and Inititution of Chriſt, it 1s very 
difterent from the private Counſel and 


Admonitions of one Friend to another. 


The ſame works are not done with 
the ſame Authority, Efficacy, Cer- 
tainty or Order, by a private hand, 
as dy publick Officers. For in this 


caſe you are obliged to Submit your - 


ſelves in the Lord, to whatever is made 
known to you to be according to the 
Will of God, revealed in his Word. 
*Tis true, if we exceed our Commil- 


{fion, you are not to receive us, but 


if we keep to the Words of Chriſt, 


he that deſpiſeth our Meſſage, Defp:- 


{erh not Man, but God. You know 
How earneſtly the Apoſtle admoniſhes 
£0 this purpoſe, 1 Theſ. 5. 12, 13. We 
beſeech yon, Brethren, to mind them who 

£ lakonur 


* See Dr. Hammond's Paraphrale and Annotations on 
\ I Pet. F. 1, 2, 3. Aﬀs 11.30. Aﬀts20,28. Hib. 12.7, 
17. 1Tim, 1,17, 1Theſ. 5,12, Tit. 3.10, 1 Cor: 12. 28,0XtT. 
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labour amongſt you, | 
, your, meaguuivusy zn the Lord ; 2's inthe 
things of the Lord, agd according to 
his Order ; and that admoniſh you, and 
to eſteem them more than exceedingly, 
imgmqgas*, wm love, for their Work or © 
Office ſake : And let the Elders who rule 
well, {: mesCv7:e9, be counted worthy of 
double Honour, or Recompence, as the 
Original Word often ſignifies, 1 T im. 
&. +7, 10. | | 

[ MAY be blamed by ſome, for ſay- 
ing thus much ; but there are certain 
' Seaſons, when it is expedient. -( atleaſt 
not unfit ) for a Man to praiſe the 
Country. or the Family to which he. 
belongs, or the Society to which he 
is related : And therefore I here take 
the Liberty to Ma2nifie mine Office, tho? 
I ſhould become a Fool in glorying, 2 Cor, 
12.11. As to the Inſtitution, Com- 
miſſion, and Authority of the Mint- 
{try, it is ot of Men, or by Man, bat 
by Jeſus Chriſt, and God the Father, who 
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raiſed him from the dead, Gal. 1, n, 


| they received their Miniſtry {rom the 
Lord, Col. 4. 17. he makes 'erm Over- 
Re ſeers, 


| 7 Att : 20. 4 
| - the Servant of the Lord, 2 Tim. 2. 24. . 


"TF--* era? Be Mort. 
Timothy 1s called 


Miniſters by their Office are as it were 
his Menial Servants, that approach 
nearer to his Perſon than others, and 
are employed in his particular. Baſ*i- 
neſs. They are Stewards over the Houſe 
and Family of God, Tz#.1.7. Lake 
x 2. 42. which 1s no mean {tation. They 


are called Preſidents, Guides, Rulers, 


Shepherds, Planters, Husbanamen, Pas 
ftors, Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, ana the 
Glory of Chriſt, and the Ain fore: of 
his Spiritual Kingdom, Angels of the 
Churches, Builders of his Church, &Cc. 
By Baptiſm to initiate Diſciples unto 


Chriſt, and by the other Sacrament | 
to confirm them, to fecd %*em with 


the ſincere Milk of the Word, to 1n- 
tercede for them in Prayer, to bleſs 
them in the Name of Chriſt, to con- 
vey his Meſſages, Inſtructions, Coun- 
fels and Comforts to *em, which with- 
out his Inftitution and Appointment 
they could no more do, than a Meſ-. 
ſenger can carry a Pardon to a con- 
demned Perſon, which his Prince ne- 
Ver 


ver Tent. No man taketh the Honour: 
f0 himſelf, but he that is called of 
; God: 
2. THEY are deſcribed to be ſuch 
as have ſpoken unto you 'the Word of 
Grd. To feed the Flock, by ſound 
DoCtrine. Serious Study of the Holy 
Scriptures, and diligent Preaching of 
the Word, 1s no little part of the Bu- 
| fines of a Gofpel-Miniſter. Simox * 
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Peter, loveſt thow me? Feed my Sheep, 


feed my Lambs. As Siewards of the 
Houſhold, tity are to provide for the 
Family 3 as Shepherds, to feed by 
Teaching. And it is in great Wil: 
dom and Mercy to the Souls. of Men, 
that our Blefſed Lord has appointed 
fome Perſons on purpoſe to :devote 
themſelves to this Wark ; that they 
may be able to inſtruct the Jenoranr, 
and eſtabliſh the Wavering, and com- 
fort the Sad, and recover the Back- 
flider ; to awaken, warn, Convince 
and encourage Others in the Chriſti- 
an Wartare. And whatever ſome 
pretend, that there is no fuch need 
of Preaching zo, as there was in. 
the 


which God hatch appointed, and is 
wont to bleſs, for the Converſion and 
Salvation of Souls, 1 Coy. 1. 21. It 
pleaſeth God now, as well as former- 
ly, by the fo oliſhnel7 of Preaching to 
ſave th:m that brlieve. And it is the 


Commiſiion of our Saviour for the: 


Miniſterial Office, that zh+y Preach the 
Cofpet to every Creatare. And this, 


not only to plant a Church, bur to 
Carry On its growth ;$- It is for zhe - 


perfecting of the Saints, and for the 
edifying of the Boay of Chriſt. The 
Miniſtry of the Goſpel may be need- 
ful tro Converts, and Believers, and 
. Teal Saints, and is ſo, there being 


ſomething till lacking ro their Faith 


and Comfort. . And they bad need to 
be put always in Remembrance of 
= things they do know, that they 


may be rooted and eſtabliſhed i in the | 


Truth, 1 Pet. 2. 12. 
IT is wonderful to Obſerve, how 
our Saviour rather choſe to Convert 
Mena by the Preaching and RY 
| 's 
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all Ages, this is the ordinary Means, 
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| of his Apoſtles, than by his own ; how 
he would not fully convert Paul-with- 
out the Miniſtry of Annanias, tho? he 
ſpake to him from Heaven himſelf, 
and reaſoned: with him againſt his 
Perſecution ; how he would not fully 
convert Corzelius and his Houſhold, 
without the Miniſtry of Perer, tho? 
he ſent an Angel to direct him to a 
Teacher, nor would he convert the | 
Etbioptan Ennuch, without the Mini- - */ 
ftery of Phillip ; nor the Goaler with- | 
| out the Miniſtery of Pay! and Silas, 
tho? he wrought a Miracle to prepare - 
for his Converſion. Our Lord knew 
the Neceſlity that the Infants of his 
Family had of ſuch Nurſes, and he 
' will keep up the Honour of his owns 
Officers, whom he hath appointed for 
ſuch an End and Ule. * | 
HOW much the Welfare of the 
Church depends upon the Miniſters 
and Teachers of the Word, -and 
how little the Beauty and. Glory 
of Religion can cver be kept up in 
the World, if Miniſters do not  /s- 
bour in the Word and Dottrine, will 
| . very 
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very aflly appear, to ſuch as confi. 
der, how Religion has declined and 

been loft, by the Ignorance, and Un- 
faithfulneſs, and Negligence of thoſe 
that ought to have Preached the Go- 
ſpel of Chriſt : And how the Denial 
or Contempt of the Miniſtry hath al- 
way bcen accompanied with the 
growth of Atheiſm, Infidelity, and Pro- 
phaneſs. How ſolemaly does the Apo- 
{tle charge the Elders of the Church 
of Epheſus, Acts 20. 28, 3o. Take heed 
unto your ſelves, and to all the Flock, 
over which the Holy Ghoſt hath wade 
you Overſeers, to feed the Church of God 
which he hath purchaſed with his own 


Blood, and to warn every man, leſt they 
be perverted Ly falſe Teachers, &c. And 


how expreſly to the like purpoſe, are 


they required to labour with their 
utmoſt {trength in this Work, 1 Tm. 
3.1% i Cor. 16, 16, 1 Thef. 'g. 12. 
They are To give themſelves continu- 
ally ro 4. — the Miniſtry of the 
Word, As 6 

AND how Sacdfcl is 1t that they 
ſhould do ſo, who are to unfold the. 
Mind 


| 
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Mind of God. ro others ; "to: > teach © 
| | chem what they muſt know, believe | 
and do, avoid, and hope for ; who 
kave ſo many difficulties. _— 
plain, and ſo often need the Tongue. 
of the Learned, and a good ſhare: of 
Prudence, to ſpeak a Word in Seaſon : 
To acquaint their Hearers with their 
ſeveral Maladies and Remedies, Dan- 
sers and Duties, to hold forth the Ex- 
cellency of Chriſt, ſo as to make him 
Teceiv*d and obey'd, admired and lo- of 
ved ; and to be diligent in ſuch Work 61 
in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon ; mana- | 
ging all, as under a1 Awe of God, and. 
with ſincere Compaſſion and Love 
to Souls. 

SUPPOSING the Word of God here: 
to be the Written Word, I need not: 
_ enquire curiouſly, how "much of Di- 
vine Revelation, or the Written 
Word, - was then extant, when the 
Apoſtle wrote this Epiſtle, ( which 1s - 
thought to be about the fifty ſeventh, 
or fifty eighth year of our Bleſſed Lord, 
while he was a Priſoner at Rome, and. "i 
lowarde the end of his firſt Impri-/ 4 
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'fonment there. ) All the New: Teſta- }|- 
ment ſeems to be then written, ſave 
the-Epiſtles of Sr. John, and his Rewe- 
ations, and the Second Epiſtle of Sr. 
Peter. *Tis certain, that the whole 
Word of God in the Holy Scriptures, 
is to be explained, and applyed by 
Preaching, and that this is a princi- 
pal part of a Miniſters Work. . They 
therefore who pretend to the Mini- 
Kerial Office, according to the order 
of Chriſt, and yer either deſpiſe, or 
neglect the Preaching of the Word, 
one would think, either do not under- 
ſtand their Office, or are not faithful 
to 1t. | | 
3. ANOTHER Thing concerning 
theſe Deceaſed Miniſters the Apoſtle 
mentions, is, their Exemplary Faith. 
'They would not have been propoſed 
as Patterns, with reſpect to Faith, if 
they had not been Famous and Exem- 
plary, as to the Clearneſs of their 
Minds, and the Soundneſs of their 
 DPodrine. Follow their Faich. Doubt- 
leſs he means it of ſuch, who as' to 
. Knowledg, and firmneſs of Perſwafion, 
Fd : Con» 
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in S' irit and Praftice, ſhew them- 


 ſelve Believers, They would not. 


* othetwiſe have' been named, as fit Ex- 
amis for the People to follow, as 
to their Faith, You find Miniſters 


are exhorted to T ake heed to their Do- 


- Frine, 1 Tim. IV. 36.. and to continue 
therein, that they May {ave themſelves, 
and them that hear them, and to [peak 
' the things that become ſound Dottrine, 


1 Tim. VI. 3. They are to keep the - 


Do&rine of the Goſpel pure and un- 
corrupt, and to feed the People with 
the ſincere Milk of the Word. For 
if the DoQrine, which {ſhould pro- 
mote Faith and Holineſs, ſhould be 
depraved by the Miniſters. of the 
Word, how is it poflible that true 
Chriſtianity ſhould ſpread and flou- 


riſh, or be preſerved and continu-. 


ed ? What :need have we to beg, 
. "that God would gize. and continue 
.luch Paſtors after bl own Heart, as 
may feed his People: with Good Knows 


taze and Sound Underſtanding. They 


LY muſt 


- concerning the Truths of the Goſpels” * 
and fruitfulneſs in ſuitable Effets, did 
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-  rhat they have been taught, that they 
WE. miy be able, by ſound Dofrine toex-- 
Hort, and convince Gain-ſayers, Tze. 1. 
6,9. Chap. 2. 1. Such Speech that 
cannot be condemned, that he who |. 
is of the contrary party may be aſha- 
med. And how comfortabiy and uſle- 

. fully may they preach to others, who 
are firmly perſwaded of the Truth of 
what they ſay ; who believe and live 
the Truths they deliver ? This is a 
great help to Miniſters 1n their Work, 
and a great Advantage in order to. 
Succels. 

THESE here, whoſe Fazth is men- 
tioned, were alſo Exemplary in all the 
Fruits of Faith : They lived up to the 
Doctrine they preached, and therein 
others are exhorted to fo!low them. 
They repreſented in a Holy Life, the 
Doctrine they taught, and ſo glort- 

fied him, in whoſe Name they diſ- 

 Petiſed ic. By Humility and Meekneſs, 

Moderation and Selt-denial, Zeal for 

che Glory of God, Mortification of 

Corrupt AﬀeQions, Contempt of the 

Ss | World, | 
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- World, Readineſs or thes rals, Ce 
v deſcetſion and Patience Cod ; Alf 
 - Heavenly-mindedneſs, &c. 1s 

things, Miniſters ſbould ſhow them- © 

 ſetvey Patterns of 200d works, and be: 
' Examples unto Believers in Word, in 
Converſation, in C harity, in Spirit, in 
Faith, in-Purjty, Tit. Il. *p 1 Tim. 
IV. is 2. 

THIS is the moſt likely Method to 
have Succeſs : © For tho' ir may now 
« 2nd then poſſibly fall out, thatthe 
«© Seed of Divine Truth, * like Corn 
a * ſown. by a Leprous Hand, may 

row up into ſome fruir yet how 

<« {mall is the Good, that is wroughr 

6c by his Dottrine, in compariſon of 

« the great Hurt that is done by the 

« gifſolure Life of ſuch a Miniſter ? 
«Is ir ſikely, that he, that in the 

© Pulpir pleads for Honour unto the 

< Perion of Chriſt, for Obedience to 

< his Commands and Faith to! be ex- 
& erciſed in his Promiſes, ang when he +7 
6 is our of 17, contraditts all that he ,..Z 
C2 « hach 


, < x n ; 7 ; 3 
* Dr. Spur, ir; jovo's Niectit. ON a Debaucted Miniſter, - - 
Medir, XX. v0. ef 2 ; 
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bk”. * likely he ſhould ever win many Dil- 
 *ciples ro Chriſt? Will Men ever 
* © hearken-to ſuch, who decry Drun- 
© kenneſs, and Wantonneſs, and Cove- 
< touſnefs, Fc. as the way to De- 
* ſtruKion, and yet turn not their own 
< feet from walking therein ? will they 
* not ſay, Phyſician, heal thy ſelf ? 
* of thou Hypocrite, Fiz ſt caſt the Beam 

* out 'of thine own Eye, and then ſhalt 
wi —_ ſee clearly to caFt out the Mote 
© that is in thy Brothers Eye. 

HOW can He be a Pattern to Be- 
lievers, in thoſe Graces he is a Stran-> 
ger to? How can he.kimdle Heaven: 
iy AﬀeCtions in the Souls of others, 
when he feels nothing himſelf? How 
can he ſpeak of Divine Truth, accord- 
ing to the Excellency, and Neceſlity, 
and Importance ot it, it he doth nor 
believe, and live, and obey it himſelf ? 
We may as:well think, that a Here- 
tick may teach you the Truth, as 
_ well as the Orthodox » and a Schil- 
matick- teach y 1 Qnity and Peace, - . 
as well as a Catholck Peaceable Pa- 
ſtor ; 
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tor ; ; Or a Man ;ONOrere of Þ 
ration, and; the Grace of God, 


teach you that which he owed qu) 6 
not himſelf; or an Enemy to Plety. I» 
and Charity, reach you to be Pious +3 


and Charitable, as well as any other. 
The voice of Taco will do little good, 
if the Hands be the Hands.of Eſas. 
They that a'e unhuly, and unexperi- 
enced as to eal Godlineſs, they have 
a ſecret Enmiy in their Hearts againſt 
' that Holineſs, which ' they ſhould 
daily preach, Which is a Clog at their 
Feet, and a Gag in their Mouths, as 
to ſome' Truths and Duties. They 
will ſome way or other harden, and 
, embolden others in their Sins, as-well 
as 'make themiclves, and the Offer- 
ing of the Lord contemyt:o!s, by 
ſhewing, that they do nor belicve 
what they ſay. How can v..: think 
they ſhould lead you in the nay of 
Hoiineſs, who ne: er walked i 11: iT ic gs 
ſeives f or guide you to C'-1:!, and 
Corduct you in ihe Chri: 118 
fare, who are Servants »f the 
the Devil, and t'e Flel};, zgainſt' - 5 
| C 4 whom +3 
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—_— wh we - —_ Exhort you 'to 


-” Fight. 

HOW dreadful will be the Account 
and Portion of ſuch Evil . Stewaras, 
and Unfaithful Guides, who preach 
to"others, and yet periſh! As the Men |} 
that were employed to build the Ark 
of Noah, yet wer: not ſaved in it. 
He that "winnerh Souls is wiſe ; but it - 
is he only,. that ſhall do, as well as 
teach the Commandments, who ſhall 
be called great in the Kingdom of 
Heaven, or ever come there. The - 
Judge himſelf hath cold us, that many + 
in his Name may have propheſfied, 
and preached, and caſt out Devils, 
and yet ſhall be diſclaimed, as Workers 
of fumes And it is certainly more 
eaſie to make tex good Sermons, than 
to practice oze; and to expoſe and 
declaim againſt all Sins, than to. re- 
linquiſh any 

HOW ks is that known paſſage 
of Chry/oltom, with relation to this ? 
Saying, © That he is perſwaded, thar 
<« very few of thoſe who are entruſted. 
.* with the Goſpel, and Care of Souls, 

* 256 


« are. likety to 'be Saved td cige* he” 3 
© apprehends the far greater part wil © 
« be damned. For this Work, faith he, © 2? 
R &« requires a Soul more than ordina- - | 
«ry; He had need have a thouſand 
| | © Eyes 1n his Heed, and have thitm: 
& all awake, &c. How ſevere are the += 
Hm 0 47 Words, and how upbraid- 
ing of Ungodly Miniſters, P/al. 50. 
w 17. What haſt thou to do, to de- 
clare My Starntes, or that thou ſhoula) F 
take my Covenant into thy. Mouth ? ſee- 
ing thou hate*ſt Inſtruction, and caſteff 
my Words behind thee. How: mult 
{uch a Man be confounded in ro 
ing againſt his own Sins, and 
nouncing Damnation againſt himſelf? 
And with how little Succeſs can he 
pray for the People of his Charge, 
when he *imfclf is nor reconciled 
to God. Su;1 £5 the Ellers cf the 
Church, when flick, faith the Apoſtle, 
. and the Prayer p F2ith ſhall fave 
the Sick, but *tis the fervent Prayer 
of. a Riohbreoa; Man, James V. 14,15. - 

4. HE meatiens their' Cov/fancy and 
Perſeverance in Faith and Holineſs, 
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_ of James the Son of Z;bbedee, 


! 164 wg a 
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* 


-#* "ll the happy E-d, and Exit of their 
 - Comverſatioz. And this he exhorts them | 


to Conſider, ro-review, to reflect upon ; 
and that not tranſiently, but with deep 
Attention ; not once only, but again 
and again. To conlider what their 
Carriage and Deportment hath been 
in publick, and in private ; what -was 
their Behaviour in every Relation and 
Condition, as keeping a good Con- 


ſcience, both rowards God and Man ; 


and this not for a ſtart, for a little 
white, for a few Years only; and then 
drew back or turned afide : But con- 
ſider The End of their Converſation. 
How they finiſhed: their Conrſe with 
Joy. Their Beginning, and Progreſs was 
commendable, and heir latter End 
was an{werably good aad fate, deli- 
rable and happy, either by a natural 


death, in the Peace of God, or with 


the Crown of Martyrdom by a vio« 
lent one. | | 
I SHALL not ne<d to enquire, how 
far the Apoltle may ere refer to the 
Dearh of ihe firit Martyr Stephen, and 
who 
both 
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ery Sh cxafeiled « their Miniftty a at* ew 
m ſalem, and ſuffered Martyrdom There, 
; Fas tis thought did the other James, * 

P | the! Brother of our Lord, ſeveral years 
n | before the date of this Eviſtle to the 
ry Hebrews. _ 
N 

s {+ I. LET us conſider what is the 
Peoples Duty ro {uch their Deceaſed 


Miniſters and Paſtors. Ir is threefold. 
1, To Remember them. 2. To Imez- 
tate them in Faith and Holinsſs. / 3.-In 
order to this, to Coxſider ſeriouſly, and 
oiten their Converſation, and the hap- 
py End of it. - 

- ' 1. REMEMBER your” Spiritual 
Guides, who have had the Ioftructi- 
on. and Conduct of your Souls, and 

faithfully diſch2r724 their Office. 'Re- 
member them, iv es to be th-1kiul to 
God for their Gifts and Graces, and 

| for all the wielp and Aſtiitance, .you 
had by their Do&rins and E xample, 
while they lived; and tor all the Good- 


1 enabling them to do or iuffer hin 


Will, with their Supports, Perieve- 
rance, 


| nels and Grace of God towar: 's them, 


_ - + cine 4: PE. 4 
; SY 08! 
of "* La 


ETande”  ARſtances, Encouragements; 
and Vidtor: Y, Remember them, lo 
as to bewail your, Loſs, and lay. to 
Heart their Removal. Remember how 


much more you ought to have va- 


lued their Miniſtry, and how much 
betrer you might have improved it ; 
( the very thoughts of what you would 
do, it God would again have tryed 
you 1n that kind, might herein © be 
your Help. ) Remember what Coun- 
fels,, what Waraings and Reproots, 


what Encourag' nents and Conſolati- 


ons, you have eve; had dy their means, 
Remember with what an Awe of God 
they were wont to Pray, with what 
a Zeal for Chrilt, and Love to Souls, 
they did uſe to Preach; with what 


humble Condeſcenſion, Meekneſs and 
Charity, and unblameable Conyerla- 


tion, they lived in this World. 
REMEMBER them in your Thoughts 
and _ and 1n your Words 
and Actions; ſo as on all fit Occafi- 
ons* to expreſs your Love to their 
Memory. Be ready to ſhew that you 


do not forget them, by your conti- _ 


nued, 
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mean, the many deſpiſed Widows, and 
Fatherleſs Children of Worthy Mi- 
niſters. Thick otten of them, how 
God' honoured them, to bring ma - 


'ny Souls: to Chriſt, and to build up 


Others : How ſuccelsſully theydmana- 
ged, and comfortably finiſhed their 
Work. Think what, and where they 
now are, what they are delivered 
from, what the y enjoy, how they are 
employed, cc. Don't be afraid to 
think often of your Deceaſed Mini- 
ſters, and Friends : *Tis a plain Duty, 
and a help tro many Duties, to have 
our Converſation in- Heaven with 
Chriſt, and the Spirits of Juſt Men 
made perfe&t. To think*of our Holy 
Relations and Acquaintance, and eſpe- 
cially Mizifers, who are got ſafe to 
Heaven : It may aſſiſt and aiimate 
us, in our Spiritual Warfare: And' 
much of the Comfort of the Life of 
Faith depends upon-it, They are part 
of the Family of Chnſt, to which 
we are. adjoined, it by Faith we are 
united. 


ny © unite E d $ to him, Heb . XII * 22, 2 3» We , 
F:-> have no reaſon to. believe; that the 


"_ us whom they have left be. 
hind ; and certainly there is none, 
why we ſhould Forget them. Let us 
Temember them with Pleaſure, Ho- 


with Reſpe& and Gratitude. 


CAN we think with Pleaſure of 


Acquainrtance or Relation, whom we 


Fant from us, here upon Earth ; and 
ſhall we be uamindful of thole who 

. are 1n Heaven ? It ſhould be a Com- 
placential Thought, to conſider, that 
ſuch a Father or Grand-father, ſuch 
. a Husband or Wife, ſuch a Child or 
Brother of yours or mine, are now 
with Chriſt, in the Boſom of his Love 
in Glory. That ſuch a Miniſter of 
Chriſt, who was my Spiritual Father, 
or by whom I was edified, ſtreng- 
thened, or comforted for many Years, 
hath overcome, and is at Reſt, has 
* fought the good Fight, and —_—_ 
Ga 1s 


4 
nour, and Love; and ſpeak of hem 


fuch a Friend or Miniſter, of ſuch an 


A . "= . 
tenderly I6ve, that is many Miles di- / 
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| bis Courſe. While we are following: | 
after, they have atrained : While we "7 
| are in Tears and Conflicts, they are 
»| in Joy and Glory : While we are 
Sf] waiting at the door, they are enter- 
-| ed within the Vail. 'Tis our Duty 
ly to Remember them. | And, 


/ 


: 2. TO Follow their Faith, that 3 
If is, the Doftrine they preached, bee | 
1]  lieved, profeſſed, and. obeyed ; or | 
ef their found Dodtrine, and Praftical Ef 
"| Godlineſs. Or their Faith may be 
Fonlidered, as regarding Dottrines ro | 
) | be believed and profeiled, Promiſes to 
- | be: embraced and depended on, and 
|} Precepts to be obeyed. Such 4 Faith, 
1] as realized the other World to them, 
and help'd to crucifie them unto this. 
, 


Such 2 Faith, as was the Evidence of :; 
things unſeen, whereby they were" . 
enabled to walk- 1n ' Selt-denyal, Pa- 
> | tience, and ſtedfaſt Obedience, *till 
"| they came to the End of their Faith 
' | and Hope. In ſhort, we muſt follow 2 
| them, as holding the Myltery of Faith . 23 
| ia a pure Conlcience, and re oh ij 
| ; the 


"" » the Power of it in a fruitful Conver- 

ſation. 
 YAU fee, in what it is your De-: | 
ceaſed and Holy Friends, and Mini- F-. 
{ters are to be followed, it is in their | 
Faith, and in the Principal Adtings | |: 
and Fruits of it, ſo far-as they |. 
kept The Example of. Chriſt in their | 
Eye, and followed him, tor no farther | : 
does the Apoltle require it, 1 Cor. XI. | + 
i. the Pattern of Chriit ' is propos'd 
for Imitation in all Ages of the Church: 
We are no lels obliged to it, than the 
Apoltle who prays for the Phil!pp:- 
ans, that the [ame Mind might be ir | 
thera, that was 1# Chriſt, Phil. 11. 5. 4 
Ana therefore have we boldneſs in the 
day of fJudoment, lays another Apoſtle, 
becauſe We are in the Worid, as be was 
in it, 1 John IV. 17. 


|» ny 


OUR Lord is the only TInofallible 
and Supream Pattern, whom tho? we . 
cannot tollow in his Miracles and Me- 
Tits, and whatgwas peculiar to him as 
Mediator ; yet*hath he ſet us an Ex- 
ample, tat we ſhould tread in his 
| fteps, 


pu © as A Y js 0 found food ef em, PA A, ep as 


£32 POUR, 


4 -- 4 # AY « 0p ” £ 2 "4 } ELOSEIN a6 We” 
L - [2 & . z* C oy. p © 


ſteps, in Obedience t 
Zeal for his Glory, in Submiſſion' to 
his Will, in Patience under Suffering, 
..Gc. He gave us an Example of Sub- 
- jection to Parents, Obedience to Ma- 
giftrates, Painfulneſs in Preaching, 
Frequency in praying, and 1n going 
up and down the World doing good, 
in Forgiving Enemies, in Charity to 

all Men, ©. | 
AS to all ther Examples, *tho' there 
may be ſome things Imitable, there 
are others, wherein we ſhould be cau- 
tioned not to do the like; as 1n Noah 
and Lot, Dawid, and Solomos, &C. Even 
St. Peter was a Rock, and an Ex- 
cellent Apoſtle ; but we ſhould ſplic 
upon that Rock, if we ſhould follow 
him in all his ways: If we follow . 
him into the High Pricſts Hall, if we 
imitate him in making bold' with 
Temptation, inſtead of following 
Chriſt, we may be brought to deny 
him. Therefore St. Paul! exprelly 
cautions us, how far we are to ioliow . 
his Example, Ph. = 8.. Finally, my 
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| Brethren, whatſoever things are honeſt, 


<& Wwryich]” 


Juſt, pure, lovely, of good report ; if they 
have any vwertue, any praiſe, think of 
theſe things, which you have both leara- 
ed ana received, and heard, and ſeen in 


me, do theſe things, and th: God of f- 


peace ſhail be with ors. 


HOWEVER, granting the Life of 
Chriſt ozly be a pertect Copy, yet 
the good Examples of our Brethren, 


and Fellow-Chriſtians, ate a merciiul | 


Help, and Aſſiſtance ro.us in the way 
to Heaven. We ſee by their Faith 


and Patiexce, that our Duty is pras | 


Cticable. That they who dwelt in {uch 
Bodies as we, and were ſurrounded 


+, with the like Temptations,” and had 


_ as many Hindrances and Difficulties, 
and no more, or better Afiltance or 
Encouragement than we, have: yet 
been enabled to pleaſe and gioritie God, 
and are got ſafe to Glory. We are 
not the Forelora Hope, not the firſt 
Aſfailors in the Spiritual Warfare; 
we are not fet in the Front of the 
Battle; many of our Fellow-Chriſtians 

| | | have 
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have lived and dyed ih the Faith, have ® 
overcome the World, the Fleſh, and | 
.the Devil, in that very way, that we 
\ are Called to.do it. +28 


MANY of our Fellow Soldiers have 
fought the Good Fight, gained the 

- Victory, and received tha Crown. 
Their Example tells us, that the Diffi- 

L | culties and Conflicts that we fear, are. 
* | noother than they have experienced. 
l They complained as much - we can, of 
/ | inward Corruption, and outward 
Temptation ; of an unfaithful World, 
and a, buſie Devil, and a deſperately 
wicked Heart ; and yet by the Grace of 
God they. have Overcome. We have 
. aCloud of Witneſſes, among our parti- 
» | cularFriends and Acquaintance, whom 
Th we have known and loved, whom 
t] we have ſeen and heard, with whom 
» | we have convers'd and diſcours'd :. 
And it is a great Encouragemear, to 
conſider we are to follow Them. For 
! | why ſhould we be diſheartned, as if that 
© } were Impobſlile to us, which the Grace « 
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ne great Deſign of God's Gifts, 
and Graces to Some, that they may' 
inſtruct and edifie Orhers, The path 
of the juſt in this ſenſe, is a ſhining | 
Light : We are to Shew forth the Word 
of Life in our Converſation, that we | 
may direct others in the way : And 6y | 
Our I's), we are tO provoke many. | 


AND when the Precept 1s exem- 
plified |into Pattern, and the Com- | 
mands of Chriſt made legible 1n the | 
Lives of Chriſtians, we are the more | 
encouraged to obey. This bath more | 
Influence than meer Law, and naked 
Authority. - We find that Examples | 
ſtrangely affe& us, and the Lives of | 
Holy Perfons, writ with Truth, and. | 
Judgrignt, and Caution, have a fin- | 
gular Advantage to attract our Imi- 
tation. When Charity and Humili- 
ty, Self.denial and Patience, Piety and 
Devotion, are characterized in the 
Practice and Actions of the Saints, . 
they are written as it were with Liz, 
notwithſtanding ſome mixture of Dart- 
ze{s,from Humane Paſſions,and —_ 

Or 
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lowance, That Holy Examples are- 
apt to affe&t the Mind more deeply * 
than Holy Laws alone, is evident by 
the Malice of the Devil, ard his In- 
{truments againſt the Holy Scriptures, 
exemplified in the Godly, more than 
againlt the Scriptures themſelves ; they 


| can better bear the Precepts of a per- 


fect Rule, than the imperfeCt prattice 
of them ina Holy Lite. They have 
burnt Martyrs, that could endure good . 
Books. | 


SUCH Examples may be of Uſe, 
both ro Quicken and Enbonrage Us. 


1, TO quicken and excite our Dz- 
ligence, to this purpole the Apoltle 
makes mention of them, Chap. VI. 
12. Be not ſloathful, but be ye ye followers 
of them, who by Faith and Patience in- 
herit the Promiſes. To cure the Sloath 
and 'Lazineſs of Chriſtians, he faith 
this, and to ſtir them up to Holy Di- 
ligence; with this Encouragement in 
the following Words, that if they fol- 

D-3 low 
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” Jow thEir Guides 1n their Faith in 
Chriſt, they will find him an Un- 
changeable, never failing Saviour : For 
It isadded, Jeſus Chriſt, the ſame jeſter. 
aay, to day, and for ever. 2. e He will 
certainly receive, forgive, afliſt, pre. 
lerve, and ſave them, as he did their 
Deceaſed Guides. If we follow them, 
we {hall find the ſame Comfort, and 
meet with the ſame Reward. 


HOW may the Temper, and Spi- | 

Tit, and Carriage, of ſuch Exemplary 

Chriſtians, ſhame our Negligence ! 

Their Humility and Zeal, their Gra- 

- vity and Sgriouſnefs, their continual 
_ Awe of God, and Apprehenfion of | 
his Eve, their conſtant Watchfulneſs | 
over Hagris, Words and Actions, may 
> be conlidered to humble and ſhame 
us : When Ithink how diligently they 
Improvec. their Talents, how faithful- 
ly and fervenily they attended their 
Work, how their Hearts were in it, 
and how, much they did in a little 
time, and how God was with %em in - 
abundant Succeſs, it ſhould ſhame and 
quicken 
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quicken me. © Do I pray, or preach, 
«* or live at that rate of Seriouſnels, . 
« Integrity, Self-denial, and Devo» 
- | © redneſs to God, as they ? Durſt 
| | © they have indulged themſelves, and 
- | © pleaſed themſelves, and allowed 
r | © themſelves the Liberty whichT take : 
» | © Were they guilty of ſuch Omiſſions 
| | © and Neglects as I am? Am not I 

+ © more ſlight and formal, ſeldom and . 
© heartleſs in Prayer, than they were 
<& wont to be, &c. 


IF we have the ſame Spirit of Faith, 
with the Holy Perſons, whole Ex- 
amples we read or hear of, theſe things 
will quicken and afſiit us,for forthe 
Apoſtle argues, 2 Cor. IV. 13. We have 
ins the ſame ſpirit of Faith, according 
as tt is written, Þ believed, and. therefore 
have I ſpoken, we «lſo believe, and theres |. © 
fore ſpeak. And if they do not move + 3 
us, and excite us to follow them, in. 
their Faith and Obedience, it is a fign 
that 'we are not partakers of the ſame 
Spirit. * 
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2, NOT only as to Duty, but let 
us conſider *em for our Ercouragement - 
and Comfort, Whatever Difficulties 
we may meet with in the Chriſtian 
Race, the Conſideration of\ theſe Ex- 
ampies may encourage our Faith, and 
Patience, and; Perleverance. They 
found the Sweetnels of Dependance 
upon God, and the Succeſs of a Lite | 
of Faith, and had gracious Anſwers 
to Prayer, and ſuitable Help in every 
time of need : They could let to their 
Seal that God is true, and the Scrip- 
ture true ; and never any Word of his, 
in which they regularly truſted, did 
ever fail them. And 1s it no Encou- 
Tagement, for us to be able to ſay, 
Lora, our Fathers truſted in thee, and 
were del:wered ; they truſted in thee, and 
were not aſhamed ; they cryed to thee, and 
thau aidſt anſwer them : © They have told 
< us what thou didſ{t for them : How 
« Good was God, and Faithful, how 
& Wite and Gracious ! The Word of. 
* the Lord 1s tried, 1n ſix and in ſeven 
** Troubles they tound it true. 

: AND 


AND we. that live in the latter 
Ages of the Worid, have a preater 
 Clond of Witneſſes than others ; we 
have the Benefit of the Experience of 
all the Saints, that have gone before 
us. They can tell us what they have 
found, ot the falſe Cavils, Slanders and' 
* Objections . of Unbelief ; of the Fol- 
ly and Dilingenuity of our Carnal 
Fears, of the Fraud of the Devil's Sug- 
geſtions, of the certain Accompliſh- . 
ment of God's Promiſes, *and 2 good 
Ilde of all Events, if we wait on the 
Lord and keep his Way. 


AND as to many of them, we may 
obſerve, with what admirable Patz+ 
ence they endured greater Trials, 
ſharper Pains, and longer Exerciſes, 
withour' Murmuring, and without 
Fainting, than ever yet we have known. 
How Diigent, Heavenly and Fruit- 
ful were tome of them, under leſs Ad- 
| vantages and Help than we ? The Ex- 
amples of the Poor may ſhame many 
of thz Rich; The Examples of ſome 


young 
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young Converts, may 1hame Old Dif. 
.ciples : Religious Children may ſhame 


many Parents. There are' younger - 


Brethren, by whom, the Elder arevut- 
gone. Such who were new-born but 


lately, who exceed them that were 


in Chriſt many years before. 


HAD not they, whole #4:th you 
are exhorted to /ollow, the like Temp. 
tations as you meet with ? Have not 
you the ſame Rule to walk by, the 
ſame Promiſes, Afiſtances and Encou- 


ragements in the way fo Heaven ?. 


Are your Wants to be ſupplied, Dil- 
eaſes to be cured, Difficulties to be 
conquered, Burdens to be endured, 
more, or greater, or other, than 
xwhat they met with f And was not 
Death the Paſſage to Glory; as to 
all of them, and ſometimes by 


Lingering, Painful Sickneſs, . An-| 


tecedent to dying ? Therefore you 
may, and {ſhould take Heart by their 
Examples, and follow their Faith. 


- 


HOW you ſhould do fo, I will ſum 
FO up 
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theſe things are more fully expreſsd. 
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up in * better Words t 
&« Let us fix upon the ſame Ends, to 
& Gloritie Goa and Enjoy him ; let us 
** chooſe the lame Guide and Captain 
«© of our Salvation, let us beheve the 
«© {ame Goſpel, and build upon the 
«fame Promiles, let us obey and truſt 
*to the ſame Spirit of Holineſs and 
«* Comtort ; let us live upon the ſame 
« Truths, and exerciſe the ſame Gra- 


«ces, and watch againſt the ſame 


« Sins and Corruptions ; let us chooſe, 


cc prefer and uſe, the ſame Company, 


« and other helps and means of Grace, 
« and under all the Trials and Temp- 
« tations of this Life, att the fame 
« Faith, and Patience, and Hope unta 


<the End; and we ſhall finiſh our 


*«Courſe as they did, and inherit the 
& Promiſes as they do. In order 


whereto, | 


III. LET us conſider the End of 
thees 


* See Mr. Baxter's Life of Faith, 410. Chap. XXIF. 
Þ. 585. And Mr. D. B's Chriſtian Commemoration 
and Imitation of Saints Deported. 120. 1691. Where 
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their Converſation, Be mindful of 
your Deceaſed Miniſters, . that you 
may obſerve the happy End of their 
Converſation, and fo be affiſted to 
follow their Faith. Their Converſa- 
zion and Courſe of Life was agree- 
able to their Faith, agreeable to the | | 
DoQrine they believed and taught, | | 
and their Ed was anſwerable : They |] 
lived in the Faith, and they dyed in 
. the Faith, The End of their Converſa. | © 

tions; an End attended with Viftory | | 

and Deliverance, the ſame Word that 

1s uſed for £/cape, 1 Cor. X. 13. Coen- 


C 

ſider what Difficulties they met with, J. 
and yet did overcome ; their Faith did | } 
not fail, their Hope did not periſh, | | 
their Courage did not faint, They en-} ( 
dured to the End, and finiſhed their | { 
Courſe, came oft with Victory, and} « 
are got ſafe to Everlaſting Reſt. Þþ x 
— ] 
THE Conſideration of this, their} j 


happy End, knowing what they were, | 
and what we are, ſhould encourage | 

*us to Follow them. Ir ought to raiſe | | 
our Deſires and Hopes, fix our Reſo-f| x 
lutions, 
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lutions, anſwer our Doubts, ſcatter 
our Fears, make Death leſs formi- 
dable, and the thoughts of Heaven 
more familiar, and ſo excite and for- 
- | ward our Preparations for it : That 
- | following their Faith, we may with 
e | |them ar laſt receive the End of our 
, | [Faith and Hope, the Salvation of our 
y | Souls. 

n 
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Y NOW come to the other Part of 

[ my Subject, to [peak of Tour De- 

- | ceaſed Paſtor. Not that TI deſign xo 

#- give you the Riſtory of his Pareneagt 

Birth and Education, before he came 

,j to London, that is, betore my Ac- 

- | quaintance with him, or yours ; bur 

rf] ſome Accounc of 4s Example, as a — 

dy Chriſtian, and as a Miziſter of Chriſt ; ; 
{| that being the more ſenſible .of your 2 

| | Lofs, you may take the; more care to. 

[]} improve 1t; 4 


| AND tho” I feel my ſelf a real and 
& | hearty Mourner with you, as for one 

-| whom I bighly eſteemed and loved, 
and 


( 
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= had a Feat deal of Reafon to do 
lo; I ſhall yet take care, that my Af. 
. fFection may not prompt me to ſay any 
thing concerning him, that cannot be 
well attelted, either by my own Know- 
ledge, or by iome of you who now 
hear me : As knowing that I ought 
not to ſpeak any thing that 15 not 
true, of a dead Friend, any more than 
raile an Evil Report of; a living Ene- 
my. But I {peak to thoſe, who knew 

his Doctrine and manner of Lite, Pur- 
poſe, Faith; Patience, Love, Long- | 
ſuffering and Charity. W 


1. HE was, ( conſidered as a Chr:i/f-- 
an) a lively Inſtance of inward God- 
lineſs and Real Religion. He believed 
and prattis'd what he preached to 
others, He lived in the firm Perſwa- 
ſion and Expz:ctation of the Inviſible, 
Everlalting World, and in diligent 
Preparation of himſelf and others for 
it. Humility, the Badge of onr Rela- 
tion to Chrilt, was his C loathing and 
Ornament, endeavouring ro approve 
himſelf to God, and to the Cofſci-- 
ences 


gn, wy A tak. wn wy = {A <4 am © wa, fo — oY, rw a, 


ences, X Men, * as-in x fil fie © of G Gad, $4 9 
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. PRAYER &s his Delight, Strength 
, | and Excellency. I have hardly 
heard of any more abundant in Pray- 
- | &r, more Conſtant and Conſcienti- 
| | ous in it, with the like Variety, and 
| Fervour upon. all! Occaſions. Be- 
, | fides what. you had the Afiftance 


| of in Publick, in his Family and 
| Cloſet every day, and-alſo with his 
| Wife, with that Seriouſneſs and Fre- 
| quency, that *ewould be thought incre- _ 
| dible, ſhould I name Particulars. And 
. | many times early in the morning be- 
; | foreday, after the Example of his Bleſ- 
\ | ſed Maſter, he wreltied with God in 
| Secret Prayer. He taſted the Sweet- 
nels, and reaped the Benefit of luck 


Converſe with God. 


'' AT other times, thi e Thouzht of God, 
| | (and Zow often ina day did he think 
| [of God!) and the very Name of God, 
Was wont to ſirike him with a bes 
coming 
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coming Awe and Reverence. His whole | 
Life was almoſt a Life of Prayer, which 
made his Face to ſhine, and his Grace 
to thrive, and gained him fo much of 
the Divine Prefence in his publick 
Work, that ſometimes you might ma- 
nifeftly diſcern that God was with 
him. He never went about to com- 
pole nor preach a Sermm, without 
moſt ſerious, earneſt Prayer before: 
hand, with a particular Reference to 
that Occaſion, He gave himlelf conn 
tinually to Prayer, as well as to the 
Miniſtry of the Word. Acknowledg- 
—tng the molt and beſt* of his Know- 
ledge and Learning he got upon his 
Knees. | 


*, SM 


ay 


PRAISE and Thankfulneſs to God 
for all his Mercies, was a great part 


of. 


much of his Religion! The Love of 
God, and the jovtul Praifes oi our Re- 
deemer, were his conſtant and moſt 
hearty Service. They that kr him 
beſt, can witaeſs how much he de- 
lighted in S/22iz7 the Prailes of cn 

an 


his daily Prayer, and made up} 


Delight, and the Solemn 
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{hip he made it every day. 


THE Hely Scriptures were his cort- 
tinual, Delightful Study, as a Treaſu- 
ry of Divine Wiſdom and Knowledge. 
He deſpiſed all Books of other. Learn- 
ing, in compariſon of this : And next 
to the Bible, he moſt eſteemed ſuch 
Prattical Books, as Mr. R. and Yo/. 
Allen's, and Mr. Corbet's Kjnodom of 
Uod amongſt Men, &C. 


THE Lords-Day was his _ . 

Vorihip 
of ic che Joy of his Soul: . He was 
thez and thereby revived, tho' he had 
been 1], all the Week before: And 
when confined to his Chamber, by 
Pain and Languiſlhing Sickneſs, | ( fo 


as he could not attend the publick 


Aſſemblies, ) how would he lament, 
the ſlight Sabbaths he thought he kept, 
and m#Je Others keep ? but could 
add, T. anks be ro God, it was otberwiſe - 
tormerlys. | 


* 


iy, was moſt ſtritly Chriſtian, and 
Exemplary. His AfﬀeCtion to his Re- 
lations, evidenced in his Concern for 
' their Souls, and particular Recom- 
mendation of their Caſe to God, by 
Prayer, upon all Occaſions, aggravates 
their Loſs in his Death, but will make 
his Memory precious with them. 


AS to his Carriage and Behaviour 
abroad, he thought the Life of a Mi- 
nilter, in ſome reipects, was {canda- 


lous, 1t it were not Exemplary, and | 
managed with greater Strictnelſs, than 
that of Ordinary Chriſtians. What | 
a Guard did he keep upon the Door | 
of his Lips ! how watchful was he over | 
his Words ! how ſhie of ordinary and | 
common Converſation, upon this Ac-f 


caunt, becauſe he could meet with 
{o lictle ſerious and profitable Diſcourle, 
even amongitt Thole, of whom it might 
have been expected | With what Pru- 
' dence and Faithtulnels would he often 


begia ſach Diſcourle, as became af 


Mint 


F 
_—_ 


Bs Relative Religion in his Fami- 


Miniſter, and 


”- 


the Circumſtances and Conditions of 
thoſe he converſed with ? And where 
there was Occaſion for it, with like 
Wiſdom and Fidelity, would he ad- 
moniſh and reprove, to the hazard, 
ſometimes of loſing their Friendſhip, 
whom otherwiſe he had reaſon to va- 
lue. But he knew, how to be ſevere 
againl{t the Sin, and not diſcredit and 
expole the Sinner ; he knew how to 
ſearch the Conſcience, and yet ſo 
far ſpare the perſon, as not to exa[. 


f perate and provoke the Spirit. 


WHEN {ome time fince I viſited, 
and prayed with him, ( which I la- 


| ment Idid no oftner, ) enquiring con- 
| cerning the State of this Soul, with 


Relation to God, and the other World: 
Whether all were well and calm with- 
in ; he told me, that through the Grace 


of God, he could appeal to Him, con- 


cerning his Integrity ; that he hoped, 


He had found mercy to be Faithful. 


Thro? the whole of his long Sickneſs, 


| he had no Diſcouraging Fears, but 


E 2 a 


2 Chtiſtian ? ſuitable to © 
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erious, ſteady Truſt, and a welt- 
grounded Hope in God, through the 
Merits of his Saviour, withour - hi9h 
and full Aſſurance ; which, he ſaid, was 
not ordinarily to be expected hers, 
where Grace 1s lo Imperfe&. - And 
yet ſometimes he hath experienc'd Ex- 
traordinary Conlolations, He hath 
been found alone, all in Tears ; when 
upon Inquiry, what it was that trou- 
bled him, and made him fad, - he an- 
fwered, he was very far from Grief : 
It was not Sorrow that made him 
weep, it was from Abundance of In- 
ward Joy. : 


Ly” . 
: 


HE ofien prayed for more Faith and 
Patience, defiring that Patience might 
continue, and have 7ts perfecf Work. 
And God granted it: For he had a 
calm, compoſed Spirit, under very long 
languiſhing, and ſome painful Opera- 
tions ; He ſubmitted tro the hand of 
God inall, without murmuring. And 
when every Body about him ſeemed 
greatly concerned, he himſelf was nor. 

| Con- 


OY 


A Funeral Sermon: 3 
Conſider his Patience, you that were 
Eye-witneſſes of it ; and Take my Bre- 
thren the Prophets, who hawe ſpoken to 
you irs the Name of the Lord, for an 
Example of {uffering Affliction, and of 


Patience. 


HIS ſerious Piety, -was crowned. 
with a» Extenſive Charity, Belides 
his Charity in Relieving the Poor, 
(in order to which he made Conſct- 
ence, to lay aſide a fir Proportion, 
of whatever the Providence of God 
atiowed h'm ; and that as f{ocn as he 
received \t, which he never after 
looked upgn as his own : | Beſides that 
ſort of Charity, he was in Principle and 
Practice, very. Charitable, to thoſe 
from whom he diftered in Opinion. 
He loved All Men, in. whom he could 
diſcern any: thing of real Goodneſs. 
He did not confine the Church of 
Chriſt to +, Party, or endeavour to 
make Proſilytes to Azy : For he was 
of noze, but#4at with all Chriſtians, for 
Chriſt, againſt the Dewvrl. 
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HE did not think it the Excellency 
of Zeal, to go further than needs, trom 
thoſe he did not fully agree with. 
He,ufed the Lord's Prayer in Publick, 
and” once a day in his Family, and 
thought he did his Duty therein. 
He had a Zeal for Truth, but like- 
Wiſe for Piety and Peace, for Love 
and Good Works :. He remember'd that 
his Maſter was the Prince of Peace, 
and his Meſſage the Goſpel of Peace, 
that his Office was to be a Meſlen- 
ger of Peace, and thar we are to fol- 
low after Peace as well as Holinels, 
and that Bleſſed are the Peace-makers. 
He was ſenſible how much the Inte- 
Teſt of Real Religion is weakened, 
when the Bond of Peace 1s broken ; 
and that when we bite and devour 
one another, we are in danger to be 
conſumed one of another. He was 
therefore an Enemy to Cenſorious 
Heats and Bitterneſs, and all ſuch Nar- 
Tow Principles as deſtroy, Love. He 
was of a truly Healing and Catho- 
lick Spirit, 1 with he may be 1m#- 
| | fafeg 
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knew him. £9 

I MENTION ks Particulars, the 
rather, concerning his Perſonal Prety, 
10 confute the Cavils of thoſe, w 
would run down all the younger Mi- 
niſters in; grols, as more looſe than 
their Predecetfiors. This is an Arti- 


tice of the Devil, to hinder their Ulſe- 


tulneſs ; but the Foundation of ir, I 
am nerſwaded, is either Miſtake or 
Calamny. For what if one or tw0O 


Candidates for the Miniſtry, be now. 


and then heard of, who are taken in 


the Snare of the Devil, and fall from  - | 


Hopeful Beginnings, ſo as to diſho- 
nour their Profeſſion, or quit-it ; ſhall 
. the reſt, who are Humble, Sober, 
Diligent, and Serious, be lelfs elteem- 
ed? Was there ever in any Age, 


any fort of Calling, or Profeſſion of - I 
Men ia the World, whereof there 2% 


'may not be Some found, who are &, 
Reproach and Blemiſh to the reft ? 
Would 'it not be very unjuſt, that 
Elder Miniſters, who are Wiſe and 
E 4 Learg- 
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and, Upright and Exemplary, 
' ſhould loſe the Reverence and Ho- 
' Nour that 1s due to them, if there 
ſhould happen to be ſome Few of 
their Age and Standing, who come 
ſhort of ſuch Qualifications ? I do 
here moſt heartily thank God, and 
Rejoice in Hope, as to the riſing Ge- 
neration, that I know many, ( and hear 
of more, ) of che younger Miniſters, who 
are well qualified for their Work, 
by improving, growing Parts and 
Learning, and reſolved Induſtry after 
more ; With deep Seriouſneſs and In- 
tegrity towards God : And therefore 
will deſerve the Eſteem and Encou- 
ragement of: all thar know them. 


2. LET me now Conſider him as 
« Miniſter of Chriſt, He was apt, 
and ready to Teach, fit for Publick 
Service, and Succeſsful in_ it. How 
much did he anſwer the Apoltle's 
CharaRer, © To be Blameleſs, as a 
T Steward of God, not ſelf-willd, not 
* ſoon angry, not given to Wine, 


** not Contentious, not given to filthy 


« Lucre 


-& Luce ; a br - Hothitality, 2 
* lover of good men ; ſober, juſt, ho- 
*©Iy, temperate, holding faſt the faith- 
* ful Word, as he had been taught ; 
| © -ble, by ſound Dottrine,. to exhorr, 
| *and to convince Gain-ſayers ; ma- 
| © king it his buſineſs to ſave himſelf, 
| and them that heard him, 1 Tre. 
| VII. 8,9. His Heart was in his Work, 
| and he wholly gave himſelf £6 it. 
| He did not ſeek: great things to him- 
| ſelf: The Honour of Chriſt, and the 
| Salvation of Souls; was what he aim- 
| I at, and longed for, and. Jaboured 
or, 


| AND ſuch was his unwearied D/- 
| ligence, in the well Improvement of 
| | his Time, that he quickly grew Rich 
| in all Spiritual Gifts, by the Blefling 
| of God on the diligent hand : And 
from time to time he increaſed conſ1- 
derably. He found it true, That zo 
| him that hath, and uſeth well what 
he hath, zo him ſhall be given, and be 
[hall bove more abundantly. He knew 
the Weight of the Miniſterial wenn 
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the Weak, to confirm the Strong, to 
fatisfe the Doubtful, to relolve the 
Scrupulous, to anſwer: Caſes of Con- 
ſcience, &c. And whe. 1s ſufficient 
for theſe things, without a great del 
of Induſtry, in hope of Divine Aftit- 


ance ? He knew the Difticulty of his 


Work, to evidence Truth to the Con- 
icience, to-awaken Sinners to Repen- 
tance, and then_to. manifeft Chrilt 
the Redeemer, and Saviour of Sin- 
ners ; to Reprove ſome with Meek- 
neſs, and others with Sharpneſs ; 'to 
pour Balm into Wounded Spirits, and 
to fpeak a Word in ſeaſon to the 


Wearied Soul ; to difterence the Sheep | 


jrom the Goats, the Precious from 
the Vile, c>c. And to manage al] this 
with a deep ſenſe of the Worth of 
Souls, and the ineſtimable Price where- 
with they were purchaſed, and the 
Aweful Account that he muſt here- 


after give to the Great Shepherd. 


The - Conlideration of theſe things, 
made him Diligent, and reſolved, and 
unwearied in what he undertook, fo 
long as: he was Able. » | THO 


to watch for the Flock, to ſtrengthen |. 


 [Proof, upon ſeveral Occalions, that 
Jhe was Maſter of the beſt AnSTAge, 
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| THO? he were as well able, ag 
moſt, with very little Preparation, ta 
ſpeak pertinently and uſefully upon 
any Subject ; yet he made Confci- 
ence, not to give to God that which 
coſt him nothing. He would not ut-. 

ter that in publick, which he had _ 
not conſidered, and digelted, and 
prayed over. He gurit nut prefume, 

in the Name of Chritt, to vent raw 

and indigeſted Notions, which he had 

not well .-rhoughr of ; or to entertain 

his Hearers, with any looſe and ramb- 

ling Thoughts, that came next into 

lis Hcad. 


"| AS to his Sry/e, he was not for 
an aftetcd Strain of Words ; yet far * 
from taking any fuch Liberty, ag. 
argued Indifcretion, or cxpoked tq 
Contempt. He hath given ſufficient 


whenever he. plealed to make uſe © 
it ; but had the Wiſdom, to fuit his 
Words, as well as Matter, fo. as 


might 
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"might beſt anſwer the End, of doing 


Goed to thole to whom he Preach 
ed. 


YOU know very well, that Preach-; 


ing was that part of his Work, where-| 


in his Heart was more eſpecially en- 
gaged: And that he durſt nor ſpeak 
to fecure, drowſie Sinners, concern. 
10S God and Chriſt, Heaven and Hel, 
in a cold and careleſs manner. He 
knew the weightielt *Matter, without 
hvely Application to enforce it 1s but 
tize Bullet without Powder. Wruth 
what tender Aﬀection, would he in- 


vite Sinners to Chriſt? With what| 


moving Expoltulations, would he 


addreſs himſelf ro all forts ? Inf. 
fuitable Expreſſions to Young and] 


Old ! With Clearnels he would Open,| 
and Apply the Doctrinal Articles off 


Religion, and, by Catechifing, inftrul] 


the Ignorant. With Strength and va- 
riety of Arguments, he enforced the 
. Duties of Chriſtian PraQice, And 


how readily did he embrace all Op- 


portunities of doing good in this 


kind, 
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ktad, to the utmoſt of his Strengths 
and beyond it ? 


HE would often' uſe the Expreflt. 
on of the Apoltle, [ am not ſent 
ro baptize, comparatively, bur to 
preach the Goſpe!, which 1s the Pow- 
er of God to the Salvation of + the 
| Soul. Not. that he neglected the 
Adminiſtration of the Sacraments : 
For, belides. 7he ' Lord's Supper, whicls 
he - adminiſtred every Month, he 
| had great Succel3 in bringing many 
Adult Perſons to be Baptized, in tho 
\ publick Congregation, {ſometimes 1e- 
 veral in one day. 
| 
| HE was careful to follow his Pub- 
Hick Teaching,, with Private Inſtru- 
.Ction and Viſits, eſpecially of the Sick ; 


| ſo far as his Relation to fo many, and 
| bodily weakneſs would permit. Wirth 
| Tenderneſs would he apply Comtore 
to the Mourners in S$'92. He was 
Skilful in binding up the Broken in 
Heart. Many reſorted ! ro I1m upon 
that Account, And wih Compaſiion 
and 
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fand Gentlencſ - would deal wit] 
Offenders, in order to their Recove- 


ſeek, the Peace, and Holineſs, of his 
People | ? His very Soul was grieved, 
if he heard of any of them, walking 
diſorderly. He could ſay, with the 
Apoitle, 1 have you in my heart, ana 
God 75 Puncſs, how oreatly 1 lone after 


L Paull. 7+ Sd. 
you Remember, concerning bis 


Matter god Manner, 


' Eternal World, ) with Controverſies, 
which they n: ed not underitand ; and 
CONCerning w hich, Wiſe and _ Good 
Men may have different Scntiments, 
and yet be Wi: and Gooa, be accept- 
ed of God, and bear with one - afo- 
ther. 


v 


arcided Extrems, in 
open: 


He cateiuiiy 


ry. How earneſtly did he deſire, and 


you all, in the Bowels of Jeſt Chrift | 


Preaching, how practically both for 
he inlifted onf 
the Great Things of Religion : : He did 
not amule his "Hearers, ( w hom he 
coaltdered, as near the Grave and thef 
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opening Rag Crolying the Truths of "" 
the Goſpel. He was wont to exhort . 7 
Men, to work out. their Salvation 
with all Diligence, and to ſtrive to 
the utmoſt, ro enter into Heaven ; and 
yer after all, to truſt and relye only 
on the Meaiation and Righteouſnels. 
of Chrilt, He preach'd, and prev'd, 
the Neceſlity ot an [zputed Righteouſ- 


| meſs, and yer urg'd the necelfty of 


an Inherent. One. at the Priefily 
Office of Chriſt, and his Sacrifice for 
Sin, might .be honoured, and yet the 


Holy Ghoſt, in his fanQifying Infle- 
| ence, may be honoured too. He aid 
| not make Foraliry the whole Duty 
| of Man ; nor yei deceive the People, 
| by ſaying, that Chit: repented for 
| them, and Believed for them. He 


magnified the : S/ Dectad Grace of Gca, in 
the Converſion of a, Sinner, and yet 
preached prone towards God, as: 
neceflary to Forgivet els, with Faith 
in 0ur Lord je/ us Chr: it + Without cu- 
rioully cerermining " which is firft, 
when 6bot4 are needtul, and never par- 
ted, -Hejlaic tle w le firefs of our 
Saly ation 


. 
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-- Eilbation on Jeſus Chritt. He aſcri- 
bed” the Beginning, Progreſs, and Fi- 
niſhing of all Spiritual Good, entire- 
ly to the Free-grace of God. And 
yet the Impenitence, .Unbelief and 
Damaartion of Sinners, he juſtly charg- 
ed on their own WilfulneK, in hearken- 
1ng to the Devil. And if this be Leval 
Preaching, what 1s 1t to preach the | 
Goſpel of Chriſt ? | L i; 


ACCORDINGLY we find, that | r 
God honoured him with great Succeſs, | 'f 
He had Eminent Seals of his Miniſtry, | 1 
at his ictt Beginning, and many more |} t; 
afterwards: He was 4 9004 Man, and | | 

| fall of the Holy Ghoſt and Faith, and || ll 
much People were added to the Lad [h 
. There are many cf you, whobleſs God, | W 
that you ever {aw or heard him. You | 7 
are his Wirnelles, that he did not run in I} #7 
vain, nor labour in vain. His Preach- || 7 
ing was made eft:ual to tbe Converſi- | 7 
On \ of many. R:is Tongs was < Tree of La 
Life anto many : You wi lhe: ; Crown JAP 
of Rejoycing, in ihe do of. ce Lord, Jfo 
Aad if they "char De. wilt, {11a}! ilire 
ay 
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as ” the brightneſs of he Firmanil It e; 2 
and They that tmwn many to Fpravas b 
neſs, ſhall ſhine as the Stars for ever, ' © "Þ 
Dan. XII. 3. We may believe, he will. 


have a proportionable Reward. 


HIS extraordinary Application to 
his Work, and Diligence in it, (which 
haſtened his Death, ) _ increaſe his 
Glory, Tho' ſome makes a Queſtion, 
whether a Miniſter, who Converts ma- 


. hy Souls here; or another, that 1s as 
faithful and diligent, and yet hath not 
| ſuch Succeſs : Which of theſe ſhall have 


the moſt Glory in Heaven. Svine 


 think«the Seco::d, becauſe the one had 
| muck. Encouragement and Comfort 
| here,i4which the other had got, for 
| ey f Succeſs ; and yet might lay, 

Tho 


have laboured in vain, aud. ſpent 
ty [tzength for nought , yet ſurely my 
Tuloment 6 is with rhe Lord, aud my Work 
mith my Goa. , T ſhall not loſe my 
Eaboud. I/a. XLIX. 4. And as the 
Apoſtle [pcaks, 2 Cor. \T, 1 5. We are un- 
to God, a ſwiit Savour of . Chrift, in 


then the are ſaved, and in them that 


periſn, 


©, 
. 
£ 
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Serb. "Tis certain he bare you muck 


== his Heart, in daily Prayer, in 
erder to the Succeſs of his Miniſtry 
among you: And gave Thanks to God 


for any ſuch Fruit, for any Service” 


he had been enabled to &o for your 
Souls. And was afteCted with your 
orateful Senſe of it, teſtited by your 
Kindneſs to him, in his laſt Sickneſs, 
which he thanktuily acknowledged. 


SOME of you will never forget the 
Laſt Sermoy he preached in Publick, 


when with much Difficully he was Þ 


brought into the Pulpit, how he ſpake 
425 in the View and Senſe of another 


World, with what ſerious AttcCtion he | 


prov'd and prels'd the Obligation we 
are under, Whether we live, that we live 
#0 the Lord ; or whether we dye, that we 
aze to the Lord ; fo that, Whether we 
live or dye, we are the Lords, Rom. XIV, 
8. and that if we be thought belides 
our ſelves, or ſober, it 18 for your ſakes, 
2 Cor. V. 13. How agreeable to the 
Senſe of his Heart, 'was it for him, 
from Juch a raſſzge to lay, * Let 

me 
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© me be eſteemed a Fool, or a Mad*** 
man, and beſides my ſelf, if I may 
* but gain Oze Soul; let the Devil -* 
* roar againſt me, if I can bur ſnatch 
& the Prey out of his Jaws ; let him 
* calumaiate and revile me, if I can 
© but weaken his Kingdom. Bur 
when by ſuch an Eilay, he was made 
| ſenſible of his own Weakaeſs, and. 
found himſelf really diſabled. for pub- 
lick Service, he then declared he was 
ſatisfied ; Now, lays he, 1 know my © 
Work is aont.; | 


k 3.4 


| IF any of you are ready to Objed, 
that his Work migh: not have been 
done fo ſoon, it he had prudently 
' managed his Health and Strenzth, and 
not {nortned his Days by Over-dozpg. 
© I grant, that his Zeal and Fervour, 
e& and unwearied Diligence, tho? from 
''] a good Principle, might, as to Hu- 
1] mane. Proſpect, have been managed 
Sf ſo, as to continue his Uſefulnet(s lon 
Kg per. But lec us take heed, not ro blame - 
vo him roo much for I:mprudence in 
this matter, unlcis we are certain, 
© WM F 2. _ that 
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morn. 
s to long for 
the Salvation of Souls, to be filled 
with Love to Chriſt, and to live above 
the Love of Life, at the rate he did. 
However, * it may be reckoned as one 
of Satan's Temptations, to the moſt di- 
ligent and uſeful Miniſters, by over- 
doing, to lay a Snare for their Lives; 
laviſhing their Strength, in a Prodi- 
oality of Pains, for the good of Souls, 
which, like a Thief in a Candle, 1m- 
mediately wafts them ; whereas a bet- 
ter husbanded Strength might be 
more advantagious, by continuing the 
Light longer : And yet their Ends are 
ſo ſincere, their Work ſo pleaſant, 
and their Hearts ſo enfiamed with 
Zeal, that they ſeldom obſerve, as | 
they might, that the Devil 1s glad 
of the Opportunity, to deſtroy them | 
with their own Weapon. 
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THIS many of his Freinds took 
Notice of; among others, that Great | 
and Good Man, Mr. Baxter, who ve- 


Ty 


_* Dr. Gilpin of Temptation, 410, Part, 11, 
Chap. 15. be 


2 Ftmeral SerMoſe 
ry much ICT and fored! | hin? RY 
( not long before he lefr this World; ) = 


he ſent him this kind Meſſage, 


That he ſhould take you leſt he ſpent 
too faft. That Mr. Baxter loved him, 

I reckon to his Honour : He was one 
of many, who thank'd God for the 
Afiſtance he received, as a Chriſtian, 
and as a Miniſter, from the uſeful 


| Books, Preaching, and Converſation of 


that Excellent Man : I treely concur 


es: him therein, having reaſon ts 


thank God upon the like Account, 


| HE was Fervent in Spirit, ſerving 
the Lord : His own, Soul was fill'd 
with Zeal, to kindle Holy Fire in the 
Souls of others. | He was willing to 
ſpend, and to be, ,pent: And hereby 
he waſted, and aflaft conſumed him- 
felf. He ran faſt, Hnd was the ſooner 
at his Journies- Ead. Bur if we judge 
of our Days and Time on Earth, by 
the good we do in this World, and 
the Progrels we make in preparing 
for another ; that is, if we ju ge- by 2 
weight, and not by meaſure; He = 
F 2 lived 7 


b 


bell a L Sed old, and full if aays, 

os a Man with a grey Head, had 

- Not lived ſo much, tho? he might have 
been longer 1 in the World : For he lived 
more in a Year, than many do in ſeven. 
He did more Service in !efs than Thirty 
three Years, than many, do in Threeſcore, 
Tho? we reckon God took him off in 
the mid(t of his Days, and in the midlt 
of his Miniſtry ; it was not too ſoon ' 
for Him, tho' it may be for you. 
He was ripe and ready. 


And conlidering his long languiſh- 
ing Pains and Weakneſs, ( under all 
the Airempts and Endeavours for his 
Recovery, which Humane Art, Skill 
and- Care, with the Earneſt Prayers 
of many for Succels, could contribute : ) 
We may lay. that God was kind and 
Gracious ro call him home. He did 
not fo properly take away his Life, 
as * be/tow Death. Or 19, uſe the 
Words of + an Eminent, Elder 'Pro-. 

| k pher, 


— — 


"F Non tam ereptam ei _vitam a Dijs Immontalibus, fed 
onaren Moriem, Cicero concerning Craſlus. 
Fr: You: Anneſly, concerning Dr. Drake. 
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phet, who went to Heaven the fk 
day, ( Etjah and Eliſha, an Aged Pan 
and a Young Timothy, within few. 
| hours ) who ſpeaking of Another on , 
_ the like Occaſzon, ſaith, T hat he went. 
out tike one of the Lamps 'of the Sanit te RN 
ary, with a ſweet perfume : So hath my 
Dear Brother 'letc this World, and 
lſett a Good Name, as of a pretious, 
{weet- —_ Odour, behind him. 


AND now He is gone, ſhould I ſay 
any thing further to Surviving Rele- | 
ti9a5, and to you that ſate under his 
Miniſtry ; I {hall but open. another 
Sluice of Sorrow. It I thould confi- 
der him as + Husband, I might fpeak 
to Her, who ſo. carefully and diligent - 
ly affilted him in his long Sikreſs, 
and beleech her tro Remember, how - 
he was the Guide of kh:r Youth ; to ; 
Remember « his Love to her Perſon, 2 

and his Love to her Soul, and beg of 
God, that ſNe may experience the pro- 
miſed Bleſſing, 1/a. LIV. 5. Thy Ma- 
ker is thine Husband, the Lord of 
Hoſts is his Name, «nd thy _ 
711E 
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Nag Friend, &C, 


Fg ” Whok Entl ſpall he be called. 


es, who nay; yet be 


more profited by our Prayers, than 
Counlel ; let us pray to God, that as 
their 7:ther's Memory is Bleſſed, his 
Poſterity after hini may be (o. 
we may do this with the more Hope, 
becauſe there is the Eititail of Cove- 
nant Mercy, to be pleaded from Ge- 
_ Neration to Generation, both on the 
Father's Side, and on the Mother's ; as 
being both deſcended from Excellent 
Chriſtians, and Eminent Miniſters, Up- 


on which Accounts, you are encou- 


Taged to truſt God, as to the Chilarer. 
Hoping that their Father's God, and 
their Grand-Fathers God, will be their 
God, and Guide. 


SHOULD I conſider him as 4 Sox, 


as 4 Brother, as a Kyjnſman, as a 
and how he carried it 


In each Relaiion, I muſt be very _ 
You are ſenſible of your Loſs, 
thankful to God for him. 


| ber 


Holy One je "Toarl, "the God of 


And- 


6M 
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think of him With Pleaſure, andino 
with Grief ; not as loſt, but as deli- 
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ber his Example, follow his Palth ks. 


He T3 


vered, and crowned, and at Reſt 1a 


Everlaſting Joy. 


- TO Tou who attended his Miniſtry; 
and ſhall behold him no more in the 
Land of the Living, nor ever hear him 
. more in this, or any other Pulpit ; 
let me add a few Words; Remember 
him who bath ſpoken to you the Word of 
God. Eſpecially be careful ro practice 
the Sermons, you have heard him 
preach, and ſeen him live : Imitate 
whatſoever you ſaw of the Image 
and Life of Chriſt in him ; and write 
down any thing that was very remar- 
| kable, that you ever heard from him in 
Publick or Private; any thing that did 
particularly afteQ you, or may be of 
Service tO you. 


YOU have been favoured with P 


Succeſſion of ſuch Burning and Shi 


ning Lights, as are not ſet up 1n every 


Candle-ttick, Remember the Sound | 
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> Inft Feioas, the Faithful Warnings, 


be The-Earneſt Exhortations, the Fervear 


Labours, and Exemplary Lives- of 
your Deceaſed Guides. What Fruit 
may God expett from. you, after ſuch 
a Seeds-time as you have had! Your 
laſt Miniſter had a Lean, Withered, 
Walted, Conlumed Body, that you 
might be fat and flour!thing 1n the 
Courts of the> Lord. 


BUT Tos are of two S:rrs : Either 


you have protited by his Miniltry, or 


not. It the former, you have reaſon 
to. be thankful to God. You that 
have been convinced, and awakened 
by his Preaching, that have been touch- 


ed at the Heart under his Miniſtry, 


who have often gone away ſtriking 
of your Breaſts, and with Weeping 
Eyes driven to your Knees, when 
you came home, and vubliged to come 
to him again, ſaying, Sir, what miſt 
1 ao to be ſaved ? Tou cannot but feet 
and lament rhis Loſs. 


onate Tears are his Commenda- 


AY "wan And of ſeveral of you he might 


Jay, 


\ 


Your affetli-. 
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! fag, with the Apoſtle 1 tot the ark * 
thians, Tho" you yp "0 onſand'7 4 T0 
 ftraiters 'in Chriſt have many : 
Fathers ; for in of 34 Jeſus fhevel have is 
gotten you by the Goſp:/, 1 Cor. IV. 15. ... 
To the like purpoſe I might ſpeak 
to Others, who have by his Aſſiſt 
ance, been built up in their Ho- 
ly Faith, confirmed, ſtrengthened, 
encouraged, eltabliſhed and comfor- 
te l 


'+ i 
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THERE is another Sort, who 
reap'd no ſuch Advantage by him. 
| His Deati is a ſharp Reproof to ſuch. 
How far unprofitable Hearers may 
be guilty of the Death of their Minis- 
ſters, as well as. an Unfaichfal Mint+- 
ſter of the Blood of Souls, may de- 
ſerve your Conlideration. With how 
many did he prevail, but could not 
with you ! He hall now be a Repro+ 
ver to you no mbre. Be perſwaded 
to.look back, and think with your 
ſelves, what carneſt Eqtreaties he 
uſed with you, in the Name of Chri - 
þeſecching you to be reconciled toG 
How + 


How he longed for your 
” How he ſtudied, and prayed, and. 
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waited for Succeſs. Be nor deceiv'd, 
not a Sermon he ever preached, or 
a Conviction you ever had under his 
Preaching, but muſt be accounted 
for. Tho' the Man be dead, and the 


Miniſter be dead ; yet his Meſſage | 


doth not dye, and _ſhall not fall to 
the Ground. Tho? all Fleſh be Grals, 


and the Glory of it as the Flower of | 
the Field, yet The Word of the Lord: 


abideth for ever, and not a Title of 
it ſhall be unaccompliſhed. 


TT will be {ad indeed, if he that ſpent 
his Health, and Strength, and Lite, 
for you, ſhould be obliged at laſt to 
Witneſs againit you, and to ſay, ( tho? 
not with fuch compaſſionate Words 
and Tears as formerly, ) ** Lord, I did 
* Inftrudt, Admoniſh, and Exhort 
&« them, '1n ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon ; 
«but could not perſwade them to 
<4 leave their ſins, and come to Chriſt, 
<« that they might have Life. I told 
*« them of the Danger of their preſent 
_ © date, 


p * 


wh ' End of it. I told them plainty 

* gain and again, that mow only 
© the time to be reconciled to God 
« I opened to them the Goſpel. Co- 
* venant, and ſhewed them the Riches 
«of God's Grace in Chriſt, and his 
* Readineſs, and Sufficiency to fave 
© the chiefeſt of Sinners, and that 
«* his Blood cleanſeth from all fin. Bur 
© they would not conſider, they would 
* not regard, they would dye-! O 
with what concerned, and: awakened 
Souls,ſhould We Miniſters ftudy, preach 
, and pray, when every Sermon, jor 
ought we know, may witnelis againlt 
| Some of rhoſe that hear | Ir, 11 the day 
| of Reckoning! O pity Us, and therein 
| your Selves ! for We do not atfire the 
; | woful day, Lord, thou kaoreſt. 


« WHAT would you have us ſay *, 


« Sinner of, his necd of Chriſt, of the 


LF, 
7 Fulgment, v0. p 39, 34. 


ce State, aa what was L likes 6 to be; _ © ep | 


*in the Day of Judgment» if God 
> | < ſhould ask us? Did you tell this. 


4 | Miſery In 


Y See more to this purpoſe, in- Mr, B's. Sermen of. A 
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Sinful State; 


fora), 


y of his} 
EOS. 
EO of the Vanity of this cc. Should 
"4, we lye, and ſay, we did not? We 
= muſt unavoidably bear Witrieſs a- 
#5 *- gainſt you, and {2y ; Lord, we did 

*©.what we could, according to Our 
< weak Abilities, to reclaim them : 
&* Indeed our town Thoughts . of Ever- 
* laſting Things were ſo low, and 
« our Hearts ſo dull, that we muſt 
* confeſs we did not follow them 
© {o cloſe, nor ſpeak fo earneſtly as 
© we ſhould have done : We did not 
*cry ſo loud, or hit up our Voice 
© a5a Trumpet to awaken them, ( /z, 

© 56. x. } We confeſs we did not ſpeak 
3 © to tigm w wh ftuch melting 'Com- 
E . © paſiion, and with ſuch Streams of 
| * Tears beſeech them to regard, as a 
&« Matter of ſuch great Concernment 
« ſhogid have been ſpoken with ; we 
« did nat tall on our Knees io them, 
& and fo earne!t'y beg ot them for 
*< the Lord's fare, to have Mercy up- 


* have done, But yet we told them 
: the 


ihe hey of the World to come, 


& on their own Souls, as we ſhould. 
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k © the Meſſage of 50d, at nd we nve” 
« to ſpeak it to them, as Does nd brig 
« yiercingly as we could. Fainwe would 3 
« have convinced them- of their Sia 
© and Miſery, but we could not :- Fain 
«© we wouldehave arawn them to the 
« 2dmiration of Chriſt, but they made - 
&« lightofir, Mar. 22.5. We would fain 
« have brought them to the Contempe 
* of this vain World, and to ſet their 
© mind on the World to come, but we 
* could not: Some Compaſſion, thou 
* knowelt Lord, we had to their Souls, 
* many a Weeping or Groaning Hour 

| 66 we have had in {ecret ; becaute they 
T < would not hear and obey ; and fome. 
*ſad Complaints we have made over 
*them in publick : We told tem, thar 
© they maſt Aorily "ah and come 
« to Judgment ; and thzr this World 
* would deceive chem, and icave them 
* in the duft ; We toid them, that the 
< Time was at hand, when nothing 
« hut Chriſt. will do [cm good, and 
© nothing but the Favour &! God would 

« be ſufficient. for their Happinels : 
« But we could never get them to lay. 


__ To as PA ew a 4 EY of, 

bp OY to There. Many a time did we 
E.  *entreat them to think ſoberly of 
« this Life, and the Life to come, and 
& to compare them together, with the 
& Faith of Chriſtians, and the Reaſon 
« of Men, but they would nor do it. 
« Many a time did we entreat them, 
< bur to take now and then an hour 
«<'n ſecret, to conlider, 1/459 made 
« them, and for what he had made 
cc them, and why they were lent into 
«<< this World ; ; and what there Bult- 
Wen here is, and Wherher they are 

« going, and how it will go with f 
« thei at their latter End: But we $ 
«© could never get the molt of them to | *' 
« {oend one hovr in ſerious thoughts Þ 
« of theſe weighty Matters. Many a. 


<time did we enizeat them to try, | * 
« whether they weaie Regenerate or 
« not ; whether Cirriſt and his Spirit 
« were in them, or not ; whether | © 
<« their Souls were brought back to ſl 


« God by Senficalicn ; but they 
& would not try: We 9dvid befeech | 
&« them to make fure Work, and not | 
« leave ſuch a Matter as Everlafting | 2l| 


s, - Joy 
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« Adventure ; but we could not pre- 
« yail, We entreated them to lay all 
* other Bulineſles aſide a little” while 
6 jn the World, and to enquire by the 
% Direction of the Word of God, what 
« would become of them in the World 


* to come ; and- to judge themſelves. 


« before God came to judge them, 
© ſeeing they had the Law and Rule 
* of Judgment before them : But their 
* Minds were blinded, and their Hearts 
« were hardned, and the Profit, and 
& Pleaſure, and Honour of this World, 
*« did either ſtop their Ears, or quickly 


* ſteal. away their Hearts, ſo that we 


. © could never get them to a ſober 
_ *© Conlideration, nor ever win their 
« Hearts to God. 


« This ' will be the Witneſs, that 


© many hundred Miniſters of the Go- 
* ſpel muſt give in againſt the Souls 
**of their People ar that day. 


But to draw to a Cloſe, Let us 


| all be affected: wich his Death, ſo as 
G wiſely 


” Joy. or Torment, to a a bold s and ms: mad > 


hn 
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T laaprove 4 it. The Kemoial 
"of - op an one, at his Age, is « Pub- 
A "lk Loſs; not only to his Family, 
” and to the Congregation ; but to 
4 the Poor, to- the City, to 'the Nati- 
on ; to the Church of Chriſt. One 
of a clear Head, and warm Heart ; 
who underſtood, believ'd and obey'd 
3 the Goſpel. One of a Peaceable, and 
{ Publick Spirit ; Abundgnt in; Prayer, 
and of an Exemplary Life, and of 
Extraordinary Diugence to do Good : 

Being fitted for it, as he was filled 
with Love to Chriſt, and the. Souls 


ſign of Fauh and Holineſs, to the 
utmoſt of his Power, in the Sta- 
tion God had put him: And full of 
Thoughts and Care therein to abide 
with God. But mourn zot for Him. 
Some fſorrowful Concern, *i1s true, 1s 
unavoidable, if you are ſenſible of 
your Loſs ; and "tis alſo fit and be- 
coming-: For "tus a Judgment upon 
any, and a Reproach upon 2 Miniſter, 
to dye. unlamented : As if his Lite 
were : of no Ute, anFthe World were 

. weary 


of Men, to carry on the great De- 
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of him: Bur you need We! 
mourn for Him, when you Confer 
Who he was, and Where he N6w 3 
is, being exalted ro a higher Sphene * 
of Action and Enjoyment, for which 
through Grace and Holy Diligence 
he was prepared : And fo for ever deti- 
vered from all Pain and Sicknefs, from 
Sin and Sorrow, Corruption and Temp - 
tation. If you follow his Faith and 
Patience, you ſhall meet him.apain, 
itt Unutterable and” Endlefs Joy. 


%% 


HEREUPRON you will do well to _- 
admit the Thought, that all your other - * 
Miniſters are mortal and dying, and that | 

" you your Selves are ſo : And there- 
fore ſhould improve their Lives and 
and Labours, as you ſhall wiſh you 
had done when They are Dead, or - 
when Toy your ſelves are ready to 
dye. - 


TO Coxclude, Becauſe He alone who 
made this. Breach, hath the Reſidue 
of the Spirit, and can ſupply it; let 
| me adviſe you, tho? the ————_ by * 
' mit. 
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S Imitten,' yet thar the- Sheep do not 
E” Icatter. Let not this Breach occaſion 
= Others; but Agree together, and take 
the beſt Advice you can, in looking 


- « F 
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the Lord dire you to a Man after 
his own Heart, that may be like-mind- 
ed with »y Deceaſed Brother. And 
whatever you havereceived, and heard, 
- and learnt, and ſeen in Him, as a Fol- 
lower of Chriſt, that do ; and The 
God of Grace, and Peace, be with you. 
Amen. 


out ſpeedily for a Suitable Supply. And |. 
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